
 
 

       

 

Hello and welcome to a New Year!   

2017 was a very good year for Prairie Knolls Middle School!  As you may have seen from the 

Principal’s Message on our PKMS website, our middle school (along with Central Middle School) 

took top honors in the Fox Valley when comparing student achievement results with middle schools 

from Kaneland, Batavia, Geneva, and Saint Charles.  In fact, looking at PARCC three-year trend 

data among all of these schools, only PKMS/CMS showed significant improvement in scores year-

to-year, whereas the other middle schools in the Fox Valley did not demonstrate these kinds of 

results.  These results are supported by positive staff and student responses from the 5Essentials 

Survey in which strong feelings from students that they are challenged by rigorous instruction and 

experience a supportive environment in their schools.  We are very proud of our middle school 

teachers and their students for the consistent, hard work that they put in towards teaching and 

learning.  Your efforts are reflected in your successes! 

As we move into 2018, Quarter 2 will come to a close quickly on Friday, January 19th.  When 

students return on Monday, January 22nd, they will move to their new Encore classes for Quarter 3.  

We will do our Winter MAP testing on Tuesday and Wednesday of that week so that staff and 

students can gauge their progress on Math and Reading concepts from the beginning of the year to 

now.   

Thank you to all of our parents who have begun using the full parking turn-around in the front of the 

building during afternoon pick-up times.  By having all cars pull around the circle, we are helping to 

alleviate some of the congestion on Nesler Road at our driveway.  Also, the students are using the 

sidewalk along that circle to enter their cars so that a safe environment is created.  We encourage 

you to use that same system in the mornings to drop your students off for school.  By pulling all the 

way around the circle, and having the students walk to the building on the sidewalk, we once again 

facilitate a smoother exiting process onto Nesler.   

Don’t forget about the PTO Family Painting Party on Friday, February 2nd, at 7:00 p.m. in the PKMS 

Cafeteria.  Costs are $10.00 per person (parent + child) and each will walk away from the evening 

with their own piece of artwork that can be displayed individually, or together.  We had a great time 

last year at this family event and look forward to it being another fun time. 

Dr. Matthew Haug 

 

 

Prairie Knolls 

Falcon Flyer 
January 2018 

 

Important Dates 

15   No School-MLK Day 

17   Sports Pictures  

17   Girls Basketball (H)       

19   End of 2nd Quarter 

 

22   3rd Quarter Begins 

    

22   Wrestling (H) 

 

23   Girls Basketball (H) 

 

23   Erin’s Law 

       Presentation at CT     

        

30   Girls Basketball (H) 

 

PTO Painting Party 

Feb. 2, 2018 

        

       Spring Break 

          March 26-30 

   

Please Check Out The 

Community Flyers  

At The End Of The  

Newsletter 

 

        

 

 



 
 

 

 

News from Nurse Grote 

Staying hydrated is the key!  I often see students in the nurse’s office for headaches. When asked how much water they’ve had to 
drink, like most of us, the amount consumed is far less than what our body requires.  A few common signs and symptoms of 
dehydration include: 

 Increased thirst 
 Fatigue 
 Dizziness 
 Headache 

Water is one of the body's most essential nutrients and is the cornerstone for all body functions. Please encourage your student to bring a  
water bottle to school and drink throughout the day.  

 
As a reminder, proof of the required dental examination for all 6th grade students must be provided to the school by May 15, 2018. The 
dental exam must be conducted within 18 months prior to May 15 of the school year. 

 
 
 

Recognition Breakfast 
 
Each quarter PKMS recognizes some of our most outstanding students at our PKMS Recognition Breakfast. The Quarter 2 
Recognition Breakfast will be held on February 8, 2018.  Each grade level team selects recipients for recognition in the areas 
of academics, effort, character and leadership.  Parents of our Quarter 2 recipients will be invited to the breakfast by mail.  
 

 
 
 
Health Class  
 

6th grade students learned how unhealthy eating, alcohol and smoking affects their developing bodies.  We also learned how to 

decrease our risk of developing diseases (i.e. heart disease, high blood pressure, diabetes).  Dr. Nazneen Ahmed (PKMS parent) gave 
a presentation on the risk of disease and the importance of taking care of our bodies.  She reinforced the importance of developing 
healthy habits while they are young.   
 

7th grade students learned how different types of drugs affect their growing bodies and the effects on their physical, mental, and social 

health. They researched, presented, and debated topics in today’s news and latest information regarding illicit drugs in 
society.   S.W.A.T. officer Chuck Crumlett (PKMS parent) spoke with 7th grade about his career in law enforcement and the steps 
taken to make the public aware of the dangers of drug abuse 
 
Talk to your child about the risk of disease and drug abuse!  It’s important to have conversations early and often.  Ask your child what 
they are learning in Health and how they feel about the topic.  
 

    Announcements 

PKMS News 

Encore Team News 



 
 

 

 
 

 

 
Math - Math is wrapping up the equations unit and will have a test scheduled before the end of the quarter. Students will start to 
explore and learn about ratios! Students will learn how to apply ratios to recipes, learn about percentages, as well as deepen their 
understanding of fractions. This unit has a lot of hands on exploration and application to real world topics!  
 
ELA - ELA is jumping into our 3rd unit, Change. We will be reading a whole class novel, Touching Spirit Bear, over the course of this 
unit as well as focusing on argument writing which is new to 6th graders. We will spend some time on figurative language as well as 
connotation and denotation in both fiction and nonfiction texts. Keep up the independent reading, and make sure you always have a 
book of choice to read with you at all times!  
 
Social Studies - Social studies has been learning about the Golden Age of Athens and what advancements were made in the Greek 
society and the legacies of those days that still continue today! Alexander the Great will be studied and determined by the students if 
his actions and philosophy truly made him to be an effective leader. Stay tuned!  
 

 
 

7th grade students will have a very exciting 2018!  Science classes are concluding the first semester with their germs 
unit.  The 7th graders had a blast growing their own germs and participating in Virus Day! During third quarter, students will 
be learning about ecology and how organisms interact with each other in different environments.  Students will then take a 
look at both positive and negative ways in which humans impact the environment.   
 
In the month of January, Math7 classes will be starting the expressions unit and will be using positive and negative rational 
numbers to expand and simplify expressions by combining like terms.  PreAlgebra students recently had the opportunity to 
be graphic designers for a day!  Using their expertise on geometric transformations, they created a logo that a drone 
company could use as their marketing tool.  This coming month, they will work with linear and non-linear 
functions.  Students may use the Tenmarks website as a resource to aid in their endeavor.   
 
In ELA, 7th graders are continuing our Freedom Unit and will be further connecting to Social Studies through reading 
biography books about 5 important people from the Revolutionary War.  Students will read about George Washington, 
Thomas Jefferson, Samuel Adams, Abigail Adams, or Ben Franklin.  They will culminate this unit by creating freedom 
newscasts.   
 
Social studies students will be wrapping up the Revolutionary War unit by looking into the war itself and the Treaty of Paris 
from which America fulfilled their independence.  We will then be moving into our Constitution unit!  After studying the 
Constitutional Convention itself, students will begin to analyze all seven articles of the Constitution and eventually, the 
twenty-seven amendments.  Students are expected to learn an immense amount of information throughout this unit and 
therefore, it is crucial that they study every single night.  The final, state mandated test will be given on Friday, March 23.    
 

 

6th Grade Team News 

7th Grade Team News 



 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Prairie Knolls Falcons Athletic Website 

For everything Falcon, check out the PKMS Athletic Website at PKMS Athletics 

 

 

 

 

 

Hello PK families!  STAR would like to thank you for your support of our community service projects this year.  We started the school 
year with the Hurricane Harvey drive to raise money for the Houston Food Bank.  It was very successful! We ended the semester with 
our Holiday Fundraiser, and.we were able to raise almost $600 in gift cards for PK families during the holidays. Of course we continued 
to supply and maintain a food pantry that is accessible to all Central 301 families. STAR students are already working on their next 
project: Send a hug...send a card....send a bear.  It will be an awesome surprise for some senior citizens in the Elgin area. 
 

 

 

 

 

In the event that a decision is made to close school, dismiss early or start late because of weather conditions or for some other reason, 

please tune your radio and/or television station to any of the following stations that serve our area: AM TV FM WGN – 720 WBBM - 

Channel 2 WONU - 89.7 WBBM – 780 WGN - Channel 9 WJKL - 94.3 WLBK – 1360 CLTV - Channel 19 WDKB - 95 WRMN – 1410 

FOX - Channel 32 Should an emergency or severe weather cause school to be closed, the District #301 will also notify parents via the 

School Reach phone system. Please update your phone numbers whenever you have a change. Information will also be available on 

our school web site: http://central301.net/ It is important that parents advise their children as to what procedures to follow in the event 

that parents are not home when there is an emergency closing of school. 

 

 

 

STAR Thank You 

Emergency Closing Info. 

http://il.8to18.com/prairieknolls
http://central301.net/


 
 

 
ALL EVENTS AT CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL  

ALL EVENTS AT CENTRAL MIDDLE SCHOOL 

ALL EVENTS AT PRAIRIE KNOLLS MIDDLE SCHOOL 

 

Central Music Boosters 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d49aaaf2ea57-concessions
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d49aaaf2ea57-cmsconcessions
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d49aaaf2ea57-pkms


 
 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 


