
 
 

       

 

April showers bring … PARCC testing??? 

Welcome back from Spring Break!  As we move into the beginning of Fourth Quarter, we take the 

time to assess the work that our students have done over this past school year and begin planning 

for next year.  This assessment comes in the form of PARCC and Spring MAP testing.  Teachers 

have been diligently working with students to address the Illinois Learning Standards through 

lessons carefully aligned to these standards.  The PARCC test asks students to address questions 

that are reflective of these standards and the student responses to these questions serves as a 

good gauge for us to measure how well our curriculum is organized and delivered for 

understanding.  We are able to utilize the existing Math and ELA times in our schedule so as to 

minimize the impact to the student’s day.  Testing will take place on Tuesday, Wednesday and 

Thursday of these first two weeks of April.  Please remind your children to get plenty of rest, eat a 

good breakfast and charge their Chromebooks nightly so that they are ready to do their best when 

they come to school each day. 

We are also looking forward to meeting with our families at our Spring Open House night on 

Thursday, April 19th.  The evening will begin with an introduction to middle school for our incoming 

6th grade parents at 6:00 p.m.  Following this, we will have learning sessions for our current 6th and 

7th grade parents, at 6:30 and 7:00 p.m., about topics relevant to the lives of our PKMS students.  

Topics include, the current State of PK, helping your middle school student with the social / 

emotional challenges of this time of life, how to best use Canvas, what does a S.T.E.A.M. lesson 

look like in the classroom, and how to best navigate the transition to Central Middle School and 8th 

grade.  Keep an eye out for our flyers advertising this evening and the specific sessions that you 

can attend. 

Lastly, we want to thank our students and families for their support of our events at PKMS.  We 

know that we are fortunate to have students and families who value the learning opportunities that 

the teachers and paraprofessionals plan and deliver each day in the classrooms.  It is through this 

positive relationship that we continue to be inspired as educators to grow as a learning organization 

so that we can best serve our PKMS community. 

 

Dr. Matthew Haug 

Prairie Knolls 

Falcon Flyer 
April 2018 

 

Important Dates 

 

3     Spring Pictures             

       Sports Pictures 

5     Principal’s Coffee 

10-12   PARCC Testing 

12   P/T Conferences 

 

17-19   PARCC Testing 

 

19   Recognition          

       Breakfast 

 

19   Spring Parent Night 
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News from Nurse Grote 

DENTAL REMINDER FOR GRADES K, 2, & 6TH  
 

The state of Illinois requires all students who are in Kindergarten, 2nd, and 6th grade to have a dental examination completed and on 
file in the health office by May 15th. The dental examination must be completed within 18 months prior to the 05/15/18 deadline 
(earliest accepted date of exam: 11/15/16). If you have not already done so, please send in the completed examination form to the 
health office as soon as possible.  
 

The end of the year is quickly approaching.  If your child has medication(s) in the nurse's office, please plan to pick them up by Friday, 

June 1, 2018.  
 

Principal’s Coffee 

This month we will build on previous coffee topics and include information about MAP and PARCC testing, and how this can be used to 

support student learning.  This is the last Principal’s Coffee of the year, please join Dr. Haug at 7:30 am., on Thursday, April 5, 2018 

 

Spring Parent-Teacher Conferences by Team request. 
On Thursday, April 12th, PKMS will hold Parent-Teacher conferences from 4:00 – 8:00 p.m.  Due to the nature of conferences at the 
middle school being conducted with the grade-level teams, there are limited time slots available.  Because of this, the Spring Parent-
Teacher conferences are first scheduled by team request so that the teachers can meet with those parents and students that they most 
need to touch bases with before the end of the school year.  Priority scheduling for these conferences is being given to 
parents/guardians who are requested by the teachers.  If you have questions for your child’s teachers, and were not contacted for a 
formal conference, please reach out to that individual teacher via email or phone.  
 
 
PARCC Testing begins April 10. 
During the second week of April, we will begin PARCC testing with the students.  We will utilize the students’ block schedule to 
administer the tests, to minimize the impact to the students’ schedule.  We found this to work well for us the last two years.  Testing will 
begin on Tuesday, April 10th, and run only during the ELA/Math block time on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday of the second and 
third weeks of April.  Since the ELA and Math classes are blocked together, we will have the needed time to complete the tests, and 
not disrupt the Social Studies, Science, and Encore, P.E., or Lunch periods.  Additionally, since District #301 is now a 1:1 district, our 
students will be able to utilize their Chromebooks for testing, further reducing the overall disruption to the school day.  We ask that you 
remind your children to charge their Chromebooks each night and to bring their headphones / earbuds with them each day of testing. 
 

PKMS Spring Parent Night coming soon! 
Mark your calendars for Thursday, April 19th!  We will be holding mini parent universities from 6:30-7:30 p.m.  Sessions will run for 25 
minutes each.  Topics include an introduction to Canvas, School Safety and Social Media, Transition to Central Middle School, 
Organization and Study Skills, Addressing Social/Emotional Needs of Your Child, among others.  Stay tuned for more information to be 
coming your way!  

Safe entrance to PKMS. 
In an effort to maintain a safe learning environment at our schools, we will now be asking those entering the building to state their 
names and the purpose of their visit to the school.  We also ask that you step to the vestibule window so that the office staff can see 

you.  Please do not be offended at this change.  The front office of our school can be a very busy place and this one additional 
step in safety protocols helps us to focus on visitors coming into the building. 

Falcon Flyer Headlines  



 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Hello Prairie Knolls Family!  

My name is Austin Caravia and I am currently a student at Northern Illinois University. For the last eight weeks, I have had the 

wonderful privilege of student teaching at Prairie View Elementary School. These next eight weeks, I will be continuing that privilege by 

joining the Prairie Knolls physical education team to complete my student teaching experience. It is my goal for the students to enjoy 

participating in physical activity as much as I do! A little about myself, I love the sport of baseball. I currently play and manage the 

Northern Illinois University Club Baseball Team. I will be using my years of experience to help coach Burlington Central High School’s 

baseball team this season. I am looking forward to spending these next eight weeks teaching your students about physical fitness!  

Go Falcons! 

-Mr. C 

Library News 

Physical Education News 
NewsNewspartment 

News 



 
 

 

 

 
 
 
ELA:  This month in ELA, students will be introduced to a new science fiction read aloud.  Students will also be completing a 50 First 
Pages assignment with their own independent novel in which they will be reacting to their reading.  Towards the end of the month, we 
will be starting our first book club! 
 

Science:  We have been exploring index fossils and how they help us determine the relative age of sedimentary rock layers. We made 
a model of geologic time and marked some important events in the history of the Earth. It was almost as long as our main hallway! Now 
on to igneous rocks, volcanoes, and plate tectonics. 
 

SS:  As we head out of the Empires of Ancient Rome, we’ll be getting into the Middle Ages and learning about how society was halted 
by the Black Death and the military campaigns of the Crusades. The signing of the Magna Carta of 1215 will seal the deal as we see 
how it impacts our government today. We’ll also be looking at the various roles that religions, kingdoms, leaders and societies play in 
the “ever changing Europe.” 
 
 

Math: 6th Grade math wrapped up their Geometry unit right before spring break began. They will now be moving onto the last topic of 
6th grade math: statistics! Students have been regularly preparing for PARCC as it is quickly approaching.  
 

 

 
 

 

 

7th grade math- Students just wrapped up a unit with writing and solving equations for geometry. Next we dive into our statistics unit, 
comparing data for two populations and making inferences about them. 

Pre-Algebra- Our next unit of study is an eighth grade unit, solving systems of equations. This unit allows students to solve a wider 
variety of real-world problems by using two variables and two equations. 

ELA- We just finished our Responsibility Unit where students gave an Explanatory speech about someone who has bettered our 
society and shown social responsibility.  Next up is our Equality unit, which covers a variety of groups who have struggled to gain equal 
rights throughout history and now, such as women, immigrants, African Americans, etc.  Students will engage in a variety of texts and 
activities throughout the unit, culminating with them writing a narrative story inspired by what they have learned.   

SS- The Constitution Unit is over!  We’ll open April with one week of looking at the Illinois Constitution and then continue our study of 
Early American History by looking at some of the earliest Presidencies and the challenges America faced.  We’ll see how these events 
have come to shape our nation as it is today, while leading into May’s study of America’s expansion. 

Sci-We just wrapped up some important cell functions such as making energy for our entire body. We will be entering 4th quarter 
looking at what makes all of our students so special with our Heredity unit. Here students will take a deeper look at what makes them 
look the way they do among other genetic features. 

6th Grade Team News 

7th Grade Team News 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

World Languages News 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

2018 Winter II Sports 
 

CONGRATULATIONS to our 7th Grade Girls Basketball Team!  
 

Congratulations to our 7th grade Girls’ Basketball team as they finished in 2nd place in the North Central Junior 
Conference. Both the A and B teams had great seasons.  Coach Peterson and Coach Hamel are very proud. 
Great job girls!! 
 

 

 
 

Scholastic Bowl 

The PKMS Scholastic Bowl team attended the NCJC conference at the beginning of March.  All players were able to answer a question 
or provide support during the bonus round. Coach Paulus and Coach Kindelin were very proud of how well the team competed. Great 
job Bowlers! 

Wrestling 

Wrestling recently competed in the IESA State Series. Several students advanced out of Regionals and competed in the Sectional 
Tournament. Great season Wrestlers! 

 

2018 Spring Sports 
 
Track season has arrived!  We would like to wish our track athletes the best of luck as they begin their track 
meets in April after the restful spring break.  Just a reminder that you can view our scheduled meets online at 
il.8to18.com/prairieknolls.  For more information regarding our season as part of IESA Track and Field visit 
www.iesa.org. 

 
If you have any questions about the season, please don’t hesitate to contact our track coaches.   

Coach Ebener – Abigail.ebener@central301.net 
Coach Morgan - Daniel.morgan@central301.net 

 

 

Summer Camp Opportunities 
As the end of the school year approaches keep your eyes open for Summer Camp flyers. Throughout the months of April and May 
students will receive summer camp flyers. This includes flyers from CHS, Elgin Park District, AAU and more. 
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https://squareup.com/store/centralboosters 

https://squareup.com/store/centralboosters


 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 


