
 
 

  

 

 A Message from Dr. Haug, 

May is upon us with the promise of summer just around the corner!  As we prepare for the final five 

weeks of school, please help me remind our students that we do, in fact, have five weeks of 

learning ahead of us.  The staff and students have worked hard this year to cover the curriculum 

and it is my hope that our students remember to finish the year strong!   

As is also the case in the month of May, we are not only finishing up with one school year, but we 

are planning for the new school year to start.  Parents, please remember to go online and complete 

the registration and fee payment processes.  We count on your assistance so that our electronic 

records can be updated before August arrives.  This helps us ensure a smooth transition to the new 

school year. 

Please be sure to review the attached pages to learn more about what is taking place in the 

classrooms this month at PKMS, as well as the many outside activities that your child can join to 

keep them physically and mentally fit in the summer months. 

Finally, with the advent of good weather, we have many more students walking and riding bikes to 

school.  Please be sure to follow our prescribed traffic plan in the football parking and don’t ask 

your children to meet your parked car in this lot.  We all want to ensure a safe and healthy 

environment for our students.   
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Important Dates 

4     ½ Day for Students         

       School Improvement 

7     Teacher and Nurse    

       Appreciation Week 

8     5th Grade  

       Orientation  

       (CT & LL) 

9      5th Grade Band and 

        PKMS Jazz Band 

        Concerts 

10   5th Grade 

       Orientation  

       (PV & HBT) 

 

15   Band Concerts 

 

17   Recognition          

       Breakfast 

 

22   Chorus Concert 

 

28   No School 

 

June 1 – Last Day of 

School (Falcon Day) 

 

Please Check Out The 

Community Flyers  

At The End of This 

Newsletter 

 

        

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

News from Nurse Grote 

DENTAL REMINDER FOR GRADES K, 2, & 6TH  
 

The state of Illinois requires all students who are in Kindergarten, 2nd, and 6th grade to have a dental examination completed and on 
file in the health office by May 15th. The dental examination must be completed within 18 months prior to the 05/15/18 deadline 
(earliest accepted date of exam: 11/15/16). If you have not already done so, please send in the completed examination form to the 
health office as soon as possible.  
 

The end of the year is quickly approaching.  If your child has medication(s) in the nurse's office, please plan to pick them up by Friday, 

June 1, 2018.  
 

 

PKMS Spring Open House a Success! 

 
Thank you to all of our families, incoming 6th grade families as well as current 6thand 7th grade families, for coming to our Spring Open 
House this past Thursday night.  The evening was very well attended, with informational sessions about a variety of topics, tours of the 
school provided by our Student Ambassadors, and opportunities for connections among PK families and with staff members. 
 

Follow us on Twitter! 

You can follow us on Twitter to learn more about the day-to-day activities at PKMS.  Follow us at 

@PKMSPrincipal or @falcon_ap. 

 

 

6th grade Science Celebrates Earth Day! 

To celebrate Earth Day, many sixth grade science students chose Earth Science topics to explore. Topics ranged from natural 

disasters and the Greenhouse Effect to alternative energy sources and the effect of decreasing soil moisture on plant growth. The 

students conducted researched to find out what scientists are learning, doing and saying, and then chose a way to share this new 

information with their peers. Some designed fun and informative board games and newscasts, conducted experiments or made 

brochures.  

 

 

7th grade Science Students in S.T.E.A.M. Challenge. 

7th grade Science students investigated the real-world problem of too much plastic in our refuse and the biodegrading problem that this 

represents.  Students were then tasked with designing and environmentally-friendly soda can carrier.  This task combined not only the 

elements of Science and Engineering, but also visual design and mathematics!  Great work 7th Falcons! 
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Things are in full swing for 4th quarter Art students! We are getting ready to begin working with clay in both 6th and 7th grade. 6th 
graders will be constructing a 3-D depiction of a cherished memory/place on a tile using slab construction and 7th graders will be 
constructing a "Self-Portrait" in the form of a mug, also using slab construction. Time to get our hands dirty! 
 
On another note, there are still several projects from previous quarters that were never picked up. So if you (or your student) 
are missing any of their artwork from quarters 1 - 3, be sure to stop by the Art room to collect all of your beautiful work before 
the end of the school year! 
 

 

Library News 

Encore News- Art 



 
 

 

 

 
 
ELA - With the year wrapping up, ELA is still going strong! We will be wrapping up the year with a speech based on the book Wonder, 
and we will also have student selected book clubs going on during the month of May to keep up the reading stamina. We ask that 
students keep up the habit of always having a book with them as well as having a plan to read some books over summer. Check in with 
your child about some books they plan to read in the upcoming months!  
 
Math - Math is currently on their last unit which is all about statistics! Students are analyzing and displaying data with many different 
types of graphs. We will also be starting an end of the year project to wrap everything we have done this year together. Students will be 
able to pick between two different projects to really show their math strengths! The Fishy Business Project focuses on algebra, while 
the Taco Truck Project will focus more on Geometry. Encourage your child to pick the project they feel they can really show their skills 
on!  
 
Science - We will be starting our last unit of the year, “Weather and Climate”. Students will be studying weather at the atomic level. 
What causes heating and convection currents? How does this lead to a change of pressure? What creates winds? Hopefully spring will 
arrive so we can go outside and collect weather data using weather instruments. Watching the solar bag rise in the sky is one of the 
highlights of this unit (all due to convection!).  
 
Social Studies - Social Studies is wrapping up the Middle Ages and will be creating a filming project centered around the 
Renaissance! Students will be researching various topics and people (including the Ninja Turtles) that brought about European cultural 
change! We’ll then be seeing how the Reformation transformed thinking in society and how countries and monarchs set their sights on 
moving ‘Westward’! 
 

 
 

 

Science - is studying Genetics and Heredity.  We just completed a project in which we "breeded" Zorks and figured out the probability 
of the parents passing their traits on to the baby Zorks.  7th grade science students took a short break from our everyday studies to 
celebrate Earth Day with a STEAM activity.  Students were given the task of designing a eco-friendly, cost effective alternative for 
plastic carriers that accompany 6/8 packs of soda.  Students came up with lots of creative and practical ideas that were then "pitched" 
to their teachers, AKA soda company owners.  
 
ELA - students will be writing narrative stories based on one of our units from this year.  They will be writing from an inanimate object's 
point of view.  Our final text we will read together is Getting Away with Murder: The True Story of the Emmett Till Case by Chris 
Crowe.  This book is part of our equality unit and will help students understand why the civil rights movement began. 

 
Math - will be doing simulations and discussing probability of events for the first part of May.  To wrap up the year, we will be slicing 3D 
figures, finding volume, surface area, and composite area.  Pre-Algebra students will be exploring systems of equations.  They will 
finish the year with the statistics unit.   

 
Social Studies -students will be finishing up the year analyzing the presidency of Andrew Jackson and will have the opportunity to 
decide if he was a "saint" or a "savage".   We will then be looking at the different strategies (war, diplomacy, etc.) that America used to 
expand westward and fulfill our Manifest Destiny.  Lastly, students will be working to answer and reflect on the essential questions from 
the whole year in an end of the year project.   
 

6th Grade Team News 

7th Grade Team News 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Each Quarter PKMS recognizes some of our most outstanding students at our PKMS Recognition Breakfast.  The Quarter 3 winners 
were honored on Thursday, April 19, 2018.  The 4th Quarter Recognition Breakfast will be held on Thursday, May 17, 2018.  

Quarter 3 honorees are listed below.  Congratulations to all! 
 

 
Character Award Winners: Ryder Bergemann, Danielle Durckel, Sierra Elste, David Johnson, Gabriella Payton, Logan Karottu, 
Ernesto Lopez Magallanes, Gabriella Payton, Brooklyn Samann. 
 
Exemplary Award Winners: Nathan Batani, Kayla Cole, Kiera Finn,  Jada Hall, Keira Heindl, Reese Klug, Myles Lowe,  Brandon 
Migala, Mitchell Pedrigi, Leah Pfeiffer, Grace Raap, Hannah Rindner. 
 
Prairie Knolls Award Winners: Joey Barm, Maddie Hargadon, Payton Hartwig, Logan Karottu, Kaitlynn Kinnard, Nolan Milas, Lexi 
O’Neill, Gabriella Payton, Khushi Raval, Ava Sandoval, Aadi Thakkar, Jack Winkelhake. 
 
Academic Award Winners:  Duke Anderson, Eva Boer, Kayla Covey, Ryan Holder, Jade Huaracha, Arianah Klawinksi,  Kristian 
Kwasniak, Daniel Nava,  Mikayla Onayemi, Drew Scharnowski, Natalie Simek, Piper Tunney.  
 

 
 

Recognition Breakfast 



 
 

 

 
 
 

 

  

2018 Spring Sports 

 
Our track team is wrapping up their successful season in the next week with the conference NCJC track meet 
being held on Saturday, May 5th.  We would like to wish them the best of luck as they finish their season! Our 
Track team will be participating in the IESA (Illinois Elementary School Association) State Tournament this 
year. Sectionals will be held on Saturday, May 12th. Any individuals that advance will take part in the State 
Tournament on May 18th and 19th! Good luck athletes!! 
 

Summer Camps and Programs 

 

The brochures and information for any summer camps will be listed under resources on the Central High 
School 8to18 page (http://il.8to18.com/bchs).  Enjoy your summer! 
 

2018-2019 Fall Sports 

 
Information for the beginning of our fall sports programs (cross country, football, and volleyball) will be coming 
home during 4th quarter as well as be posted on our PK 8to18 webpage (http://il.8to18.com/PrairieKnolls) by 
early June.  We hope to see many of you in August participating in one of our athletic programs!  
 

PKMS Requirements for Athletic Participation 

Below are the general requirements needed to participate in athletics: 

- Physical (within one year) 
 - Register on 8to18 for each sport that you wish to participate in. 
 - Fee ($100.00 due before the first competition) 
 

*Any student who does not have a physical or have registered on 8to18 will not be allowed to tryout or 
practice!* 
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