
  

 

 From the Principal 09-01-18 

 
We are well underway with the 2018-2019 school year at Prairie Knolls Middle School!  Our Sixth 
grade students have quickly adapted to their schedules and routines in a new building.  The 
Seventh grade students have moved up a floor and have hit the ground running with their 
teachers.  Just as we have introduced new academic experiences to our students these past two 
weeks, we are looking forward to our first fun social experience with our “Pack The Place” night on 
Tuesday, September 04, at 4:00 p.m.   Students are encouraged to wear school spirit wear and 
colors (Red, Silver and Black) and cheer on the Volleyball and Cross Country teams at their home 
meets on that day.   

Please remember that our “Back To School” night is coming up on Thursday, September 06, and 
will run from 6:00 to 7:30 p.m.  We will begin with a welcome statement from the Administrative 
Team, then transition to scheduled presentations by our Physical Education, Encore and Core 
teachers.  Students have completed paper copies of their schedule for parents to follow and they 
were to bring these home on Wednesday, August 29.  If you did not see this paperwork, please talk 
with your child as you will need this specific rotation for Thursday night. 

Along with our school improvement goals related to literacy and numeracy, we are also giving 
greater attention to the development of social-emotional learning skills and parent 
involvement.  Research supports that both of these areas contribute to a positive learning 
environment for students to grow academically.  Keep an eye on the Weekly Principal’s Message 
for opportunities to get involved in the District and at PKMS. 

Finally, check out our school website and twitter pages, @PKMSPrincipal, and @falcon_ap.  We 
have much to share about our school and the learning that is taking place.  As always, should you 
have any questions about your child’s education, please feel free to reach out to us.  We look 
forward to partner with you to help your PKMS Falcon soar! 

 

 

Prairie Knolls 

Falcon Flyer 
September 2018 

 

Important Dates 

3     Non Attendance Day 

        

4     Pack the Place! 

       Cross Country Meet 

       Volleyball Game 

 

6     Back to School      

       Night - 6:00-7:30 

 

6     Football (H) 4:00  

       vs. G-K 

        

10    PTO Meeting at PK 

        6:15 pm. 

 

10    Football (H) 4:15 

        vs. St. Charles     

        Wredling  

 

11    Volleyball (H) 4:00 

        vs. DeKalb Rosette 

 

18     Volleyball (H) 4:00 

         vs. Sycamore 

 

20     Football (H) 4:00 

         vs. Sycamore 

 

Please Check Out The 

Community Flyers At the 

End of This Newsletter 

 

        

 

 



 

 

Thank you for supporting our traffic pattern! 
 
Thank you to all of our families for supporting our efforts at a safe, efficient traffic pattern for the drop-off and pick-up of 
students.  By using the full circular sidewalk in front of the building, we are able to reduce the back-up that has occurred in 
previous years on Nesler Road.  Please make sure that you pull all the way forward around the circular drive and have the 
students exit your vehicles on the sidewalk-side of your car. 

 
Additionally, we ask that you do not drop your child off prior to 7:45 a.m. and that you do not park in the football parking 
and have your child walk to your car.  This is a safety issue for students as the lot is very full of cars at the end of the 
day.  Students will not be allowed to exit the building at Door #26 (the door facing this lot).  Please exercise caution and 
patience for the benefit of all of our students! 
  

Falcon Flyer Headlines  



News from Nurse Tracy Grote 

Have you submitted your 6th grader's physical and immunizations?  State of Illinois law requires all 6th grade students to have a full 

physical with updated immunizations on file in the school health office prior to October 15, 2018.  If documentation is not on file 

by October 15th, state law requires your student to be excluded from school until these requirements have been met.  

 

PKMS Back To School Night 

Our “Back To School Night” is coming up on Thursday, September 6, and will run from 6:00 to 7:30 p.m.  We will begin with a brief 

meeting with the Administrative Team and then transition to scheduled presentations by our Physical Education, Encore and Core 

teachers.  On Wednesday, August 29th, all students will create handwritten schedules for the parents to follow so look for those to 

come home to you prior to this event.  These will be important to keep in a safe place as you will need them on Thursday night and 

they follow a specific rotation.  Our staff is looking forward to meeting parents and telling them about the exciting learning opportunities 

that will take place in our classrooms this year!  

Student Attendance at CHS Football Games 

In order to insure safe, enjoyable viewing for all of the fans at Rocket football games, middle school students will not be allowed to 

congregate on the lawn areas to the sides of the viewing stands.  They will be required to sit with their parents / guardians on the 

stadium bleachers.  As in past years, no middle school or elementary student will be allowed to enter the stadium without a parent or 

guardian in attendance for the game.   

Academic Bus Update 

Starting Tuesday, September 4th, students staying at PKMS for after school activities who receive transportation to and from school, will 

have the opportunity to sign up for the Academic Bus which will transport students home from after school academic events.  The bus 

will pick students up outside of Door 1 (the main entrance) at 4:25.  Students can sign up on their own via the district website on a 

shared google form located in the black horizontal bar that runs along the top of the webpage.  Students MUST sign up to use this bus 

between Thursday, starting at 3:00 p.m., through Tuesday, at 10:00 a.m., Tuesday, at 4:00 p.m., to Wednesday, at 10:00 a.m., and 

Wednesday, from 4:00 p.m., to Thursday, at 10:00 a.m. This bus will NOT run on Early Release or Half Days.  

Absence Reporting  

Parents/Guardians are asked to call the office, at 847-717-8100, or email Mrs. Thomas and Ms. Maas no later than 9:00 a.m., to report 

an absence.  Phone messages can be left 24/7.  Please provide the following information: 

1. Person calling in the absence and relationship to student 

2. Student’s first and last name 

3. Grade 

4. Reason for absence 

If your student has a fever of at least 100 degrees with a cough and/or sore throat please indicate this as we are required to report this 

information to the Kane County Health Department.  For late arrivals due to a doctor/dentist appointment or other, please submit a 

doctor’s note to the school office upon returning to school.  For early release please send your child with note to the office first thing in 

the morning.  If the absence is anticipated, please have your child bring a note in advance explaining the reason for the absence as 

well as the dates.  When a student is absent he/she should check Canvas throughout the day for any homework assignments.  

Any change in bus transportation must be approved by the district’s Transportation Department 847-464-6052. 

Please note all busing changes require a 48 hour notice. 
 To access your student’s school and bus stop info, please follow these instructions:  
Step 1 – In Skyward/Family Access on each student’s profile is a blue tab menu on the left side. 
Step 2 – Select the Bus tab. 
Step 3 – The student’s bus info will appear. If you have multiple students, you can select to view them all or individually.  
If you need to make a change in your child’s transportation, please go to the Transportation Department website to obtain a STI form 
(Student Transportation Information). Once the form is complete, submit it to the transportation office for processing either by email 
to beth.graham@central301.net or fax 847-464-6051. You will receive an email verifying if the request has been granted.  
  
Students are not allowed to ride any bus other than the one to which they are assigned. If there is an emergency, and it is necessary 
for your child to take a different bus for child care reasons, this must be preapproved by the Transportation Department by 
calling: 847-464-6052. 

mailto:beth.graham@central301.net


 Drop Off Zone 
What is the Drop off Zone? This is where items like lunch boxes, Chromebooks, homework and other items might be dropped off in the 

office by a parent.  Even though we have ambassadors to deliver, it is still the student’s responsibility to check in the office for these 

items.  

 

Pack the Place Event 
Come to the first Pack the Place of the year Tuesday, September 4!  Support both cross 
country and volleyball by staying after school for the meet and game.  Go to the cafeteria 
right after school to hang out and receive raffle tickets.  Don't miss the fun!  
   

 

 

 

Morning Announcements 

Morning announcements are read to students in the morning, announcing events, sports highlights and other PK information.  You can 

read these announcements by visiting the Parent Portal in Skyward. 

Destruction of Student Records 
Central Community Unit School District 301 will destroy special education records from school years 2012-13 and prior of students who 
graduated, transferred, or otherwise permanently withdrew from special education services. Special education records may include 
reports of psychological and social work evaluations, multidisciplinary planning conferences, annual reviews, copies of Individual 
Education Programs and other relevant information. If a parent or student wants those records, they should call the Student Support 
Services & Special Education Office at 847-464-5863 before October 26, 2018. 

 
Early Childhood Screenings 
 
State law indicates that all children with qualifying disabilities between birth and the age of five must be provided with programs 
appropriate to their needs.  The school district must offer an annual screening of these children in order to determine need and 
eligibility for special education services.  Eligible children must be three years of age. 
 
Central Community School District #301 will conduct such screenings at Howard B. Thomas Grade School, 44W575 Plato Road, 
Hampshire, IL from August through March at pre-arranged times. 
 
The following areas are sample behaviors that might indicate that a preschool child may be eligible for special education services: 
 
 - Does not talk or communicate as well as others his/her age 
 - Is always on the fringe of activities, never really involved 
 - Finds it difficult to play with other children 
 - Has difficulty with feeding, dressing and toileting 
 - Has difficulty putting together a puzzle, matching shapes/patterns 
 - Has difficulty sitting still while listening to a short story or watching television 
 - Does not respond to verbal cues when his/her back is turned 
 - Does not know names of common objects 
 - Cannot jump in place, appears clumsy, and/or walks into objects 
 - Has difficulty riding a tricycle, catching a ball or walking up stairs 
  
 
If you notice that your child has displayed any of the above difficulties, or if you have other concerns, please contact Michelle Vaughn, 
Early Childhood Special Education Coordinator, at 847-464-5863 to arrange an Early Childhood Screening. 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

ELA- This school year we jumped right out of the gate starting with a 6th Grade University mini-unit.  Here, students were able to learn 
skills that will help them in each of their classes throughout 6th grade.  Moving forward, we will be starting a graphic novel titled Roller 
Girl in which students will be analyzing how the author, Victoria Jamieson, uses her illustrations to help the reader make meaning of the 
text.  We will also transition into a graphic novel book club.  Lastly, students will begin working on a narrative towards the end of the 
unit.  We look forward to a great year! 
 
Math- What a great start to 6th grade! In math, students are starting the year off learning about operations with decimals and fractions, 
least common multiple, greatest common factor, the distributive property, and how we can use these all in daily life. Try it! How many 
1/8 pound servings are in three 1/2 pounds of chocolate? 
 
Science- We are off to a great start this year! We have begun our year with a short Science and Engineering Skills Unit where we will 
practice using many of the science tools we will use this year. Students will learn the difference between observations and inferences. 
They will also be using lab equipment such as pan scales to determine the mass of objects, and graduated cylinders to measure the 
volume of substances.  Next we will begin our Earth’s History Unit. Students will explore the processes that have shaped Earth in the 
past and continue to change our planet today. 
 
Social Studies- The year has gotten off to a great start! This month in SS we will be delving into Ancient China’s history and learning 
about its geography, philosophies and achievements. Students will be learning how history is setting the stage to repeat itself 
throughout this year’s historical studies. Stay tuned! 
 
 
 
 
 

6th Grade News 

Library News 



 

 

 

 

7th grade ELA is excited about starting the year!  Students will be looking for an independent book to start the year with and need 
these by Fri., Aug. 31.  They will participate in book clubs once a week to discuss their books in class.  Our first read aloud for the year 
will cross over with 6th grade, so students will have a 6th-grade pen pal they will write back and forth with to discuss the read 
alouds.  We look forward to getting into some writing activities and starting our first thematic unit focused on determination soon.   
 
7th grade math students are starting the school year with the rational numbers unit. In this unit, students will be able to use all four 
operations (add, subtract, multiply and divide) with positive and negative numbers and then transition to using all four operations with 
decimals and fractions in real world contexts. Students will also learn how to convert fractions to decimals and decimals to fractions. 
Integers and rational numbers are the foundation for future math units and even in real world situations!   
 
In social studies, students are starting their year taking off from 6th grade by learning how the Renaissance led to the Age of 
Exploration and all of the worldwide changes that came from that.  Students will then be discovering why and how America was settled 
and the 13 colonies were formed.  The 13 colonies were the beginning of the nation we live in today and students will be learning about 
their formation, life and government in the colonies, as well as the beginnings of the tension between them and Great Britain.  We will 
also be starting our read aloud, Johnny Tremaine, which will help students make connections between life in the colonies and how 
British rule impacted that.   
 
The 7th grade science students are starting the year by practicing how to make accurate measurements with their grow animals and 
Bungee Jumping Barbie labs!  They will then use the data they've gathered to draw a line graph and discuss overall trends in data. 
During the month of September, the students will be exploring what characteristics make something a living organism.  They will then 
delve into the Kingdom of Protists and use microscopes to explore a variety of microorganisms. 
 

 

 

 
 

Greetings from 6th grade technology and 7th grade agriculture. This year we have many new experiences to explore and some old 
favorites also. Agriculture used grant money to purchase new models of seeds, cells, and animal digestion units. This allow our 
students to have hands on experiences with life like demonstrations. Agriculture will also be micro propagating African Violets again 
this year. Through trial and error we have found increasing success. We will also be growing herbs in class. Many of the students find it 
interesting that the herbs are edible. Technology this year is learning sketch up. We will build ramps, study catapults and if time allows 
make straw towers. In the past straw towers have been a favorite. I am hoping our catapults will generate as much excitement. I 
anticipate a very engaging year. 

                                     

  

7th Grade News 

News from Tech and Agriculture 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


