
 

 

 

Prairie Knolls Middle School 

October 2018 Falcon Flyer 

Important Dates 

1      PTO @ CMS 

4     School  Improvement 

        Day - ½ Day  

5    Teacher Institute Day 

       N0 Students 

8    Non Attendance Day 

11   S.T.A.R. Meeting 

12   Fall Dance 

15   Cheer Tryouts 

17   Cheer Tryouts 

17   Boys Basketball  

        Tryouts 

18   Boys Basketball  

        Tryouts 

18   S.T.A.R. Meeting 

24   Picture Retakes 

 

 

 

 

Homecoming 

2018 

Dress Like your  

Favorite  

Teacher  

Day! 



 
 

Welcome to October, everyone!  The sun is rising later and setting earlier, the 
temperatures are getting cooler and the Cubs are chasing playoff dreams 
once again!  It is amazing to me that we are already in the month of October 
and that First Quarter is more than half-way through; its seems that we only 
just started the school year.  However, we are well underway and usual, our 
students and staff have settled into their learning roles and routines. 
 

Speaking of learning roles and routines, we are striving to make more information available to our families 
about the learning strategies that we are putting into place to benefit our students.  Two things that I would 
like to highlight this month are course syllabi and annotation of text.  We undertook the goal last year of 
writing course syllabi, using a common format, for all of our classes here at PKMS.  In fact, the format that 
we use was developed in conjunction with the administrations at Central Middle School and Central High 
School.  Educational research is clear that one aspect of student success is the ability to navigate the 
educational system.  Our goal, in this area, is to help students and families understand the expectations of 
classes by using a commonly formatted document for grades 6 – 12.  The PKMS syllabi can be found on 
our school website under the “For Students” tab. 
 
A second school improvement goal that we are working on building-wide is the skill of annotating 
text.  Annotation is a written record of how readers think as they read, instead of after they read.  
Essentially, it is the skill of marking up text to capture thoughts, engage the reader, record ideas for later 
use and, among other things, to help the reader pinpoint what is important.  As adults, we tend to do this 
automatically, but it is a skill that needs to be developed over time.  Our ELA teachers have begun 
teaching this to our students and the other subject areas are also incorporating this skill into their class 
work, adjusting as necessary to authentically align to their discipline.  Our goal, in this area, is to provide 
students with another tool that they can use to improve their connection to literature. 
 
Throughout the year, we will continue to share our goals and strategies to better partner with our families 
as we move forward in the education of your children.  Also, remember to join us as we celebrate the 
athletic and social side of middle school education!  Check out our Athletics page to find out when our 
Falcons are competing against other schools, watch our school calendar for upcoming Band, Chorus and 
drama events, and be sure to check out our S.T.A.R. Club’s latest fundraiser to help the victims of 
Hurricane Florence. 
 
Dr. Matthew Haug  
 
 
 
 

Principal’s Message 



News from Nurse Tracy Grote 

During the months of October and November vision and hearing screenings will be conducted by an 
Illinois Department of Public Health certified technician. All new students and 6th and 7th grade students 
in special education will be screened. If your student wears glasses, there will be a brief inspection of the 
glasses for obvious damage, however vision is not tested as it is expected these students are assessed 
annually by an eye doctor. If you prefer your student not be screened for vision and/or hearing, please 
notify the nurse in writing.  
 
As a reminder, 6th grade physicals and immunizations are required to be on file in the school health office 
by October 15, 2018. 
 

Drop Off Zone 

What is the Drop off Zone? This is where items like lunch boxes, Chromebooks, homework and other 

items might be dropped off in the office by a parent.  Even though we have ambassadors to deliver, it is 

still the student’s responsibility to check in the office for these items.  
 

Destruction of Student Records 
Central Community Unit School District 301 will destroy special education records from school years 
2012-13 and prior of students who graduated, transferred, or otherwise permanently withdrew from special 
education services. Special education records may include reports of psychological and social work 
evaluations, multidisciplinary planning conferences, annual reviews, copies of Individual Education 
Programs and other relevant information. If a parent or student wants those records, they should call the 
Student Support Services & Special Education Office at 847-464-5863 before October 26, 2018. 

 
S.T.A.R. Club collecting funds for Hurricane Florence victims 

PKMS wants to help people affected by Hurricane Florence. Our S.T.A.R. Club (Students That Accept 

Responsibility) is organizing a school-wide fundraising effort to assist victims of Hurricane Florence in the 

Southeast.  Just as we did with Hurricane Harvey, we are collecting money, which will be donated to 

Feeding America’s Hurricane Relief fund.  Feeding America is a nation-wide network of food banks 

providing domestic relief to those in hunger.  During catastrophic events, such as hurricanes, Feeding 

America supports relief efforts by leveraging funds and food product from their network.  

Students can bring in monetary donations to their first period teacher.  If you prefer to write a check, 

please make it out to PKMS, and write Hurricane Florence in the memo line.  At the conclusion of our fund 

drive, all money will be donated directly to Feeding America to provide much needed food and 

water.  Thank you, in advance, for your support of our students providing assistance to others. 

 

Headlines 

https://secure.feedingamerica.org/site/Donation2;jsessionid=00000000.app248a?idb=34851044&df_id=24424&mfc_pref=T&24424.donation=form1&NONCE_TOKEN=382EB355A1CB041C6B47F1A73AAA2213&slider=1&s_subsrc=http://www.feedingamerica.org/&s_src=W189DIRCT&_ga=2.209438225.260372148.1537550410-289379009.1536939114


 

BOOK DRIVE  
Bernie’s Book Bank sources, processes and distributes quality new and gently used 
children’s books to significantly increase book ownership among at-risk infants, 

toddlers and school-age children throughout Chicagoland. PKMS is 
supporting Bernie’s Book Bank by sponsoring a book drive. Collection 
bins will be at school October 29 through November 30, so start 
gathering your donations now. For more information about Bernie’s 
Book Bank just click this link: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xbrXXVdZ5qg 

Library notices are now sent to students and parents. Please remind 

your student to get their books renewed or returned to avoid fines. 

Lost books must be paid for, but overdue fines can be paid with the 

“FOOD for FINES” program. Each item donated, in the library, to the 

district food pantry will clear up to $1.00 in library fines, so you can 

help others and get your fines cleared. 

 

 

In social studies classes, students read newspapers, magazines, and tabloids from the month after 9/11.  

They compared and contrasted information and opinions, assessed the validity of the sources and 

discussed the far reaching effects of 9/11. 

 

Library News 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xbrXXVdZ5qg


 

ELA - The 6th grade ELA students have learned about plot, reading formats and genres, and how to read 

a graphic novel already this year.  Additionally, they have been through a “6th Grade University” class 

where they learned how to closely read a text, including annotating a text and finding text evidence; this 

will help our students in all of their classes. Also, all 6th grade students started reading Roller Girl by 

Victoria Jamieson at the end of September to kick off our graphic novel book club. Coming up next in our 

Acceptance Unit—writing narratives that include perfectly formatted dialogue! 

Math - Students will be strengthening their number sense through investigation with negative numbers and 
how they relate to real world situations. We will also be starting a project where they can use what they 
learned in our second unit to build their own amusement park on a coordinate grid. 
 

Social Studies- This month we are full-fledged into Ancient China. We are learning about different 
dynasties, their rulers, government, philosophies and inventions that are still being used today! Study of 
the Silk Road is on the horizon and students will experience how the much desired commodity of silk 
generated a trade route that spread not only goods but ideas, religion and cultures! 
 

Science - We have started our first earth science unit called 
Earth’s History. We will be using the Grand Canyon as an 
example as we study the processes that shaped Earth’s 
surface. Students will also be learning how scientists 
examine rock layers to determine what has happened in the 
past on earth. Students will begin to understand that rocks 
and rock layers are like history books. They hold a lot of 
information about what has happened on Earth during the 
4.6 billion years of Earth’s existence. 

 
 

6th Grade News 



 

In ELA, students have finished reading a Sherlock Holmes mystery story and will be watching the movie 
version before working on a compare and contrast essay.  We will be working on various elements of 
argument writing as the weeks progress.  Students from both 6th grade and 7th grade ELA classes are 
working together on a project related to the events from 9/11.  Both grades have read aloud fictional 
novels that they are comparing and discussing through pen pal letters.  We are looking forward to this 
activity in the next few weeks. 

In Science students are working how now figure out the answer to the question: What is life? They will be 
able to tell the difference between living and non-living things as well as be able to show how we organize 
and classify various organisms like true scientist. In October they will be working with microscopes and 
getting a chance to look at microorganisms that we cannot see with our naked eye. 

In Social Studies in the month of October we’ll be finishing up our 13 Colonies Unit and moving into our 
Revolutionary War Unit.  We focus mostly on the events that lead up to the war, and how those events 
and ideals that started the revolution still impact our country and national identity today.  We’ll also be 
deep into our class reading of Johnny Tremain, a historical fiction novel where a boy the age of our 
students gets mixed up in all of the events leading to the war. 

7th grade math students are finishing up their unit on rational numbers. We have been adding, 
subtracting, multiplying, and dividing positive and negative numbers (fractions, decimals, and whole 
numbers). Students will take their unit assessment on September 26. Students should use their study 
guide, notes, homework, and classwork to prepare for this big test! After the unit test, we will begin the unit 
on expressions. 

 
 

7th Grade News 



 

 

2018 Fall Sports (Cross Country, Football & Volleyball) 

Football, Cross Country, and Volleyball are close to wrapping up their successful 
seasons!  We had great a great turnout for all home games. Thank you for your support 
of PKMS Athletics! 

 
As the end of the season approaches the head coaches will be giving information to the kids about turning 
in all uniforms provided by the school. A fee will be charged for any lost or damaged items. Please contact 
the head coach or Mr. Hamel if you have any questions. 
 
Just a friendly reminder, per district policy, unleashed or leashed pets are not allowed on the school 
premises for the safety of all.   

 
2018 Winter I Sports (Boys’ Basketball & Cheerleading) 
We are just a few short weeks away from the start of our boys’ basketball and cheerleading seasons!  Below 
you will find information about trying out for these sports.   
 
General Tryout Information 
Students who want to try out for a sport must have registered for that sport on 8to18 
(il.8to18.com/prairieknolls) and have turned in an up-to-date physical before tryouts start.  Any questions 
should be directed to each sport’s coach or PKMS Athletic Director, Brody Hamel.  All students interested 
in trying out for a winter sport should have attended one of our lunchroom meetings that highlighted 
important tryout information.   
 

Boys’ Basketball Tryouts       
Tryouts will be held on: 
Wednesday, October 17th    3:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
Thursday, October 18th        3:00 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. 
 
7th grade Head Coach – Mr. Sportsman 
Assistant Coach – Mr. Valentini 
 

Mandatory Basketball Parent Meeting on Monday, October 22, at 5:00 p.m. in the gym for all boys 

that make the school team. 

 

 

Falcon Athletics 



Cheerleading Tryouts  

Students who are interested in joining the cheerleading squad must attend two days of tryouts in the 

cafeteria.  During these practices the athletes will learn the sideline cheers and halftime dance that they 

must perform for tryouts.   

Practice dates and tryouts: 

Open Gym - Monday and Tuesday, October 15th and 16th 3-4pm 

Tryouts - Wednesday, October 17th 3:00-5:00pm 

and Friday, October 19th 3:00-5:00pm 

Mandatory Cheerleading Parent Meeting on Monday, October 22, at 5:00 p.m. in the cafeteria for all 

students that make the school team. 

2018-2019 Winter II & Spring Sports (Wrestling, Girls’ Basketball, Scholastic Bowl & Track) 

Wrestling season begins in early December. Information about the season will be posted on the PKMS 

website in early November. Girls’ Basketball begins in January after we return from winter break.  The 

tryout information will be posted on the PKMS website in early December.  Our last sport of the year is 

Boys’ and Girls’ Track which begins in March.  Information for track will be available on the PKMS 

website in early February. 

All tryout information will also be available to the students through pre-season meetings done 

during lunch and/or throughout the year.  Below are the general requirements needed to participate in 

athletic tryouts or practices: 

-Physical (within one year) 

 -Registration on 8to18 website (il.8to18.com/prairieknolls) 

 -Fee ($100.00 due before the first competition) 

*Any student who does not have a physical and registration on 8to18 on file will not be allowed to 

tryout or practice!* 

 

 

 

 

 

Cheerleading Coach 

7th grade – Kelsey Stokes 

 



 

Halloween Costume Rules 

With Halloween quickly approaching, we encourage students at PKMS to 
dress for the day, yet there are a few things that they need to know to 

maintain a safe and productive learning environment: 
 
1. Halloween attire must meet school dress code stipulations! 
2. Do not wear, or bring, masks to school. Face paint may not cover the entire face. 

3. If your choice is a sports theme, no baseball bats, hockey sticks, golf clubs, etc. are allowed. 

Also, do not wear cleats or spikes as they may damage floors and become slipping hazards. 

4. No weapons, or look-alike weapons, are allowed at any time. No spikes, chains or ropes 

may be brought to school.  Failure to follow this rule may result in disciplinary 

consequences. 

5. Make up, hair dye, sunglasses and hats are permitted as long as they are not dangerous or 

disruptive. Sunglasses and hats must be removed in the classroom. 

6. No clothing or props that depict drugs, alcohol or their usage are permitted. 

7. Costumes should not prevent the student from fully participating in learning activities. Use 

good judgement! 

8. All make up and accessories must be put on at home. 

9. Building administration has the right to require students to change their apparel if it is 

deemed that the costume is not appropriate for school. If a change of clothing is not 

available, students will be required to put on their gym uniform. 

 

 

 



 

 



301 Central 

Education 

Foundation 

presents:  

  

  

 

 

 

 

For families!                                                                             

The Harlem Wizards return to play against our teachers and administrators ("301 Foundation Nation") 

on Wednesday, October 17th in the CHS Competition gym.  Tickets are now available.  Go to our 

website to purchase tickets, $10 in advance, $13 at the door.  Doors open at 6PM, game starts at 

7PM.  $4 Meal Deals: Hot dog, chips and drink or slice of Pizza and drink.   

 Half-Court Shot – Chance to win a 2 year lease on a  2018 F 150 Truck if you make a 1/2 

court shot. Courtesy of Joe Cotton Ford $10 Unlimited Half-Court Shot Chances can be 

purchased.  This event sells out each time we host. Don't wait to purchase your tickets.   

https://www.harlemwizards.com/1minpromovideo/ 

  

https://www.harlemwizards.com/1minpromovideo/
https://www.harlemwizards.com/1minpromovideo/


 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Come out and PACK THE PLACE as we cheer 

on our Central Rockets Boys Soccer 

Wednesday, Oct 3, 2018 

 JV game 4:30pm Varsity game 6:00pm 

Admission - 

Adults-$3.00     

Students- Free 

All will be entered 

in a raffle to win 

prizes! 

                 

  Great Eats & Yummy Treats, Halftime Games, Raffles  

Funds raised will help support our own District 301 

Family- The Milbrant’s 

Evan Milbrant, a freshman at Central HS, was involved in a traumatic pool accident on 

June 1, 2018 that has currently left him without movement from the waist down. 

Saying that Evan is an active kid is an understatement. He basically skipped walking and 

went straight to running at only 9 months old! Whether it is on the soccer field, in the  

football stadium, across the track, or even through the neighborhood, Evan has never 

failed to show off his speed. He has always lived up to his common 

nickname of “white lightning!”  #LITS 

www.gofundme.com/evan-milbrant-spinal-injury 

  

http://www.gofundme.com/evan-milbrant-spinal-injury


  

 

Check out Rockets Wrestling Club 

The feeder team for District 301 that focuses on developing young wrestlers.  

 

Open to any student age 4-14  

Practices are held at Central High School 

Practice begins early November 

Optional Tournaments begin in December  

 

Meet the Coaches at  

Information/Registration Night 

October 2nd or October 4th   

Central High School Gym 

7:00pm - 8:30pm 

 

 

Website 

www.rocketswrestlingclub.com 

Facebook 

‘Rockets Wrestling Club’ 

 

Email Anytime! 

 

rocketswrestlingclub@gmail.com  



 



 



     
 



 



 


