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Hello to our Prairie Knolls families!  It seems like only yesterday that I was 

completing one of these introductions to our November Falcon Flyer and here I 

am writing one for December!  Just as November flew by, the three weeks of 

December will be here and gone before we know it.  Before we say good-bye to 

2018, we have much to accomplish in the next three weeks! 

First, I would like to invite all of our families to give us their feedback through 

the Parent Survey of the Illinois 5Essentials Survey.  As many of you know, 

the 5Essentials survey is required biannually as a survey of the learning 

climate of schools serving grades 6 – 12 in the state of Illinois.  In District 

#301, we choose to administer this survey annually so that we can determine 

trends that can be used for school improvement practices.  Some of the useful 

feedback that we have received from students and staff have focused our 

efforts on professional development, improved collaboration efforts, and 

attention to social-emotional strategies.  Please consider supporting our 

continual improvement, through your feedback, by logging onto 

https://survey.5-essentials.org/illinois/survey/parent/ and completing the 

survey for Prairie Knolls Middle School.   

With all of the excitement that leads up to the Winter Break, it is easy to forget 

about the importance of helping our middle school students maintain their 

focus on learning.  To that end, much of the attention that our staff has given 

to curricular improvements places importance on the authenticity of learning.  

In other words, how does what the students are learning relate to, or have 

applicability, to the real world?  As our partners in educating PKMS students, 

I ask you to challenge your students with these discussions at home. While it 

may not be apparent to the students in the classroom environment, 

reinforcing these concepts at home will inspire them to think more broadly 

about their learning, inspire motivation and help them make connections 

between school and their daily lives. 

We look forward to working with the children over the next three weeks, 

culminating in our annual Pentathlon team activities. Please don’t hesitate to 

reach out to your child’s teachers if you have any questions and we wish you 

healthy and happy Holidays! 

https://survey.5-essentials.org/illinois/survey/parent/


Veteran’s Day Thank You! 
Thank you to the following Veterans for speaking at PKMS on November 12th: Mr. 

Francisco Acevedo Sr., Mr. Barrett, Mr. Dan Carlson, Mr. Dale Dwyer, Mr. Richard Gornick, 

Mr. Gary Granberg, Mr. Charles Gruber, Mr. Jack Gusciora, Mr. Jason Johnston, Mr. 

Frank O’Brien, Mr. Timothy Peppers, and Mrs. Maria Rivera-Miracle.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

News from Nurse Tracy Grote 

 
A Healthy School is in Our Hands   

With flu season upon us, proper hand hygiene and appropriate 

prevention measures are important in minimizing the spread of 

germs.  Most experts believe flu viruses spread by droplets made 

when someone with the virus coughs, sneezes, or talks.  Please 

remind your student to: 

● Frequently wash their hands with soap and water                  

● Avoid close contact with individuals who may be sick       

● Not share personal items 

● Completely cover their mouth when sneezing or coughing 

● Avoid touching their eyes, nose, and mouth 

 

Signs of the flu can include fever, cough, sore throat, runny or congested nose, feeling weak 

or more tired than usual, chills, and body aches.  If your child has been diagnosed with the 

flu or if you suspect flu based on these symptoms, please do not send him/her to school 

and continue to keep your child home until symptom free for 24 hours.  



1st Quarter Recognition Breakfast 
Each quarter PKMS recognizes some of our most outstanding students at our Recognition 

Breakfast.  The Quarter 1 Recognition Breakfast was held on Thursday, November 15, 2018 

at 7:30 am.  Each grade level team selects recipients for recognition in the areas of 

academics, effort, character and leadership.      

                                      

 

First Quarter Recognition Award Winners 
 

Good Character Award: Madeline Anderson, Ryder Bergemann, John Danz, Logan Goff, 

Michael Huerta, Corryn Kester, Evangeline Rodriguez and Francesca Selvaggio 

 

Academic Award: Allie Botkin, Teagan Cathcart, Danielle Durckel, Kyra Gulati, Bethany 

Hubener, Ella Ingersoll, Soham Jaswani, Neeya Patel, Chase Powrozek, Haden Raders, Aadi 

Thakkar and Jackson Wipperfurth 

 

Exemplary Effort Award: Zayn Afeef, Kassidy Barrett, Owen Carlson, Tyler Harmon, Kegan 

Legrand, Raiden Madrigal, Victoria Ortiz, Collin Schmidt and Kevin Vazquez 

 

Prairie Knolls Award: Madeline Anderson, Jenna Brandes, John Danz, Mia Estrada, Ava 

Glazik, Obaid Khwaja, Mia Masciopinto, Jacob Pagels, Josie Pelka, Leah Pfeiffer, Luke 

Vanoss and Addison Waldo 

 

 



Daily announcements are read throughout the 

building in the morning to inform students of 

upcoming events, activities, sports highlights and 

other items of importance.  If you would like to 

know the happenings at PKMS, log into Skyward.  

The message center is the first thing you see when 

you log into Family Access.  This is where the Daily 

Announcements are posted along with other 

postings from teachers. 

 

 



ELA - After having fun with graphic novels galore during 1st quarter, we are 

diving into some nonfiction books that the students will choose based on 

interest. The books include Amelia Lost by Candace Fleming, Trapped by Marc 

Aronson, Blizzard of Glass by Sally Walker, and Candy Bomber by Michael O. 

Tunnell. We will cruise into some of our standards such as central idea, 

meaning of unknown words, theme, and summary. We will also have the 

students write a short narrative piece exploring the use of dialogue right 

before winter break. Keep up that reading at home 6th graders! So many of 

you are doing an awesome job meeting your 800 page goal per quarter!  

Math - Currently students are exploring algebraic expressions in preparation 

for our unit of equations! An expressions test will take place before break. 

Solving, writing, and evaluating equations in real world situations will be the 

focus of our next unit!     

SS - The Athenians and Spartans know each other’s differences, but will have 

to pull together to battle the land hungry Persians in the Persian Wars. This 

hectic time in history will be followed by a peaceful Golden Age of Athens with 

Alexander the Great rising to the scene and building a powerful empire 

causing students to question and debate if he really was ‘great’? A Greek test 

will be taking place the week of December 17th with the delving into Greek 

legacies upon our return in January. 

Science - Our Earth’s History unit continues as we investigate hidden secrets 

within the layers of rock beneath us. Students will learn how the horizontality 

of rock layers change when acted upon by different forces and how fossils 

within those rock layers help us understand ancient environments. Students 

will also model a history of Earth timeline by unraveling a 46 meter long rope 

timeline down our PK hallway where 1 centimeter will equal 1,000,000 years. 

Imagine how small a portion of that timeline represents human existence on 

Earth.    

  

 

     



 

ELA students are finishing their Determination unit and will be starting a unit 

on Freedom.  Students will study a variety of different types of people who 

have fought for freedom over the years and will read a biography book on 

someone significant who has been involved with this fight.  Some of the 

biographies include Ghandi, Abraham Lincoln, George Washington, and 

Harriet Tubman.   

Science students will be finishing up their understanding of all the different 

biomes across the globe. They will then be exploring the small world of 

bacteria and viruses and do their best to discover who let out a virus that is 

infecting all of the teachers at PKMS!  

Social Studies we’ll be finishing up our Revolutionary War Unit!  Since we 

started in October, we’ve been focusing primarily on the events that led up to 

the war, and how many of those ideals have come to shape our nation today.  

Now, in December, we are finally looking at the actual war itself.  We’ll also 

finish up Johnny Tremain, our read-aloud in which the main character gets 

mixed up in the events of the war at the same age as our students. 

Math students have just finished a unit on solving equations and inequalities. 

In December they have started learning about ratios and proportions. This will 

include learning about scale drawings. In Pre-Algebra we are working with 

functions. 

Drop off Zone 

What is the Drop off Zone? This is where items like lunch boxes, 

Chromebooks, homework and other items might be dropped off in the office by 

a parent.  Even though we have ambassadors to deliver, it is still the 

student’s responsibility to check in the office for these items. 



Throughout the course of the quarter, students have been working hard 

researching careers, colleges and skills that will help them succeed post high 

school.  All coursework up to this point, has created the foundation for a live 

job interview.  Students will plan and prep for their job interview in the 

coming weeks.  They use actual job listings as a basis for an interview, apply 

for the job by sending Mr. Weick their materials and prepare for interview 

questions.  Some students get stressed by the interview…which is one of the 

many reasons we go through this process.  In a few years, these students will 

have their first job interview and we want them to be as prepared as possible. 

 

 

In an effort to make communication more efficient and effective, District 301 

has created a Digital Bulletin Board page on the district website. All approved 

flyers will be posted under “Communications” on the main district page or at 

this link:   Digital Bulletin Board 

 

For the safety of our students and staff, all visitors 

are required to enter through the office and sign in.  

To be buzzed into the office you will need to press 

the buzzer to the left of the door.  You will be asked 

to state your name and the reason for your visit.  

Please remain standing in front of the buzzer box, 

the office staff can then see you and proceed with 

the entrance procedure. Thank you for helping us 

keep our building a safe place for all. 

 

https://central301.net/digital-bulletin-board/


 

 

We are pleased to share that Central District 301 is partnering with Toys for 

Tots and is now an official donation location!  Now through December 7th, 

families and staff can drop off new, unwrapped toys in the donation bins in 

the PKMS vestibule. The District Leadership Team is joining efforts with 

student organizations and clubs to sponsor a “We are Central-Fill the Bus!” 

event, during which a festive holiday bus will visit every school site during the 

school day to collect the donations.  A special thank you goes to our Central 

High School students and teacher Zandra McGuire for organizing the event.  

We are excited to have this opportunity to support needy children in our area 

and hope that you will join us in helping to brighten a Kane County child’s 

holiday. 

 

 

 

From all of us at PKMS! 

 

 

 



        

2018 Winter I Sports (Boys’ Basketball & Cheerleading) 

Boys’ Basketball and Cheerleading are wrapping up their successful seasons in the next couple of 

weeks.  The last games of the season can be found on the PKMS 8to18 website.  We want to wish 

both the basketball and cheerleading squads the best of luck as they compete in the NCJC 

Basketball Tournament, as well as the NCJC Cheer & Poms Competition that will be held in mid-

December.  We would like to thank our STAR program for providing concessions at all home 

basketball games this season.  If you have not had a chance to visit the concession stand, don’t 

worry, they will be returning at the start of the girls’ basketball and wrestling seasons.   

2018-2019 Winter II Sports (Wrestling, Girls’ Basketball & Scholastic Bowl)  

 Wrestling- The Wrestling season is just beginning.  Coach O’Donnell is excited to get things going. 

Practice will begin on Monday, December 10th.  Practices are typically held from 

3:00-5:00pm. Wrestling is one of the three sports that 6th graders are allowed to 

participate in. Any student interested in joining wrestling must have an 8to18 

registration and an up-to-date physical (within one year) on file in the office prior to 

the start of the season.  The $100 athletic fee is due prior to the first competition.  Any questions 

can be directed to Coach O’Donnell or the athletic director, Mr. Hamel.  Upcoming competitions can 

be found on the PKMS 8to18 website under Wrestling.  

*Mandatory Parent Meeting on Tuesday, December 11th at 5:15pm. 

**Picture Day is Wednesday, January 16th during practice. 

Scholastic Bowl – The PKMS/CMS Scholastic Bowl team had tryouts in 

November and will be practicing once per week until competitions start in 

February.  Coach Paulus and Coach Kindelin are looking forward to a great season.  

A list of their competitions can be found on the PKMS 8to18 website under 

Scholastic Bowl.  Additionally, students must submit the $35 fee before the first 

competition. Scholastic bowl is one of the activities that 6th graders are allowed to 

participate in.  

 

Girls’ Basketball – The Girls’ Basketball team is scheduled to officially begin 

their season after our winter break.  Coach Valentini & Coach Hamel will have 

an informational meeting in early December to go over more information for the 

season. This meeting will take place during PE classes or lunch. Tryouts will 

take place on Wednesday, December 19th and Thursday, December 20th (3:00-

4:30pm).  Upcoming games can be found on the PKMS 8to18 website under Girls Basketball.   

Mandatory Girls Basketball Parent Meeting on Wednesday, January 9th @ 5:00pm.  Girls 

Basketball Pictures on Wednesday, January 16th 

 

Scholastic Bowl Pictures on Wednesday, January 16th 



 



 



 

 



 



 



 


