
  

                                                   

                                                                  

 

 

 

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Another successful event! 7th Graders dominated their Constitution 

Tests! A giant thank you to 7th Grade Social Studies for putting 

together another memorable day... and a shout out to PK Parents 

who helped out with the presidential election! 
Reply 
  

 

Important Dates 

April 

8    PTO @ PKMS 

8    IAR Testing 

9    IAR Testing 

10  IAR Testing 

10  Spring Sports  

      Pictures  

10  Spring Pictures 

18  Recognition        

      Breakfast 

25  Spring Open    

      House 6:30 pm. 

 

 

Prairie Knolls Middle School 

April 2019 Falcon Flyer 

 

 

 

 



Dr. Haug’s Message 
 

 

From the Principal - 04-01-19 

 

April is testing month in schools across the State of Illinois and Prairie Knolls Middle 

School is no different.  On Monday, April 8th, we will begin the Illinois Assessment of 

Readiness testing.  This is the state-mandated testing that provides schools with feedback 

as to the alignment of curriculum and instruction to the Illinois Learning Standards in 

English / Language Arts and Mathematics.  Similar to previous years, the tests will be 

administered through the ELA / Math block time and will be broken out into different days 

of testing.  We were happy to learn that the amount of time devoted to testing has been 

reduced, so that more instructional time can be recovered.  Additionally, the changes made 

in this assessment process are designed to provide us with more timely reports about 

student and school progress.   

 

Please remind your child to fully charge their Chromebook on Sunday, April 7th, so that it is 

ready to go on Monday morning.  Additionally, students will need to provide earphones that 

connect to their Chromebooks so that they can listen to audio portions of the test.  Please 

be aware that wireless earbuds will not work with this test.  Therefore, they must be the 

type that plug into the Chromebook.  Remind students to get a good night’s rest and eat a 

good breakfast the morning before tests.   

 

We are looking forward to our Physical Education classes getting back into the Gym next 

week.  The gym floor replacement / renovation is complete and the final coat of sealer was 

applied over Spring Break so that it had time to set up and harden.  We are very excited 

about our new PK logo that dominates the center basketball court. 

 

Finally, we look forward to seeing parents at our Spring Parent Night on Thursday, April 

25th.  As in past years, we will provide information sessions about topics relevant to student 

success at PKMS and District #301.  Look for a link to our flyer in the weekly Principal’s 

Message online. 

 

Thank you to our families for all of the support that you have given over the past years, and 

to your continued support as we complete the final quarter of this school year.  While it is 

very easy to get caught up in the day-to-day activities of our individual lives, the strength of 

our school community resides in the collaboration that takes place among students, 

parents and staff.  In this, we are very fortunate to have a community that is responsive 

and supportive to our needs in educating the students of our school. 

 

 

 



News from Nurse Tracy Grote 
The state of Illinois requires all students who are in Kindergarten, 

2nd, and 6th grade to have a dental examination completed and on 

file in the health office by May 15th. The dental examination must be 

completed within 18 months prior to the 05/15/19 deadline. If you 

have not already done so, please send in the completed examination 

form to the health office as soon as possible.  

 

Online Registration for the 2019-2020 School Year 
 Online registration for the 2019-2020 school year is now open and guardians are asked to 

complete this important process by Friday, April 12th.  It is important to complete online 

registration as early as possible as registration numbers do impact our staffing in the 

building.  2019-2020 academic fees are due by August 1st.  If your child will participate in 

athletics, all academic fees must be paid in full prior to paying athletic fees.  If your child 

will not be returning to Prairie Knolls Middle School for the 2019-2020 school year, please 

notify the office as soon as possible.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



6th Grade Team News 
ELA - Quarter 4 is here and we are gearing up for IAR testing (formally PARCC). Look for an 

upcoming assignment during testing time as students should keep up with independent 

reading of their choice. We will complete some work on argument writing as well as 

presentation skills and a book club nearing the end of the quarter. Keep up the effort and 

make Quarter 4 the best yet!  

 

Math - We are heading into our Statistics Unit! 

Students will take a look at statistical 

questions, describing patterns in a data set, as 

well as summarizing data sets with various 

types of graphs. Encourage your child to look 

for statistics in their upcoming spring 

activities!  

Science - In Science we are in the perfect unit for this time of year…’The Roles of Water in 

Earth's Processes.” Students have learned about the factors that influence weather, such 

as temperature, humidity, wind speed and direction and pressure. We do log these weather 

factors each day. We have also been learning what air is and how air creates pressure. The 

students have also been learning about the layers in the atmosphere. We will be learning 

about how seasons occur and how the angle of the sun affects heating on Earth. We will 

also learn about how air is heated and how convection currents results in heating of the 

Earth. 

Social Studies - As we head out of the Empires of Ancient Rome, we’ll be getting into the 

Middle Ages and learning about how society was halted by the Black Death and the military 

campaigns of the Crusades. The signing of the Magna Carta of 1215 will seal the deal as we 

see how it impacts our government today. We’ll also be looking at the various roles that 

religions, kingdoms, leaders and societies play in the “ever changing Europe”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



7th Grade Team News 
 

ELA- We are entering our Equality Unit.  We will be reading and 

analyzing texts on equality for many different groups such as 
equality for women, children, & blacks during the civil rights 
era.  Our main text is the book called, Getting Away with Murder: 
The True Story of the Emmett Till Case by Chris 
Crowe.  Throughout the years, this unit has prompted some of the 

most mature and insightful discussions from our 7th 
graders.  Comparing how times have changed and the challenges 
that still lie before us takes a certain amount of respect towards 

each other during classroom discussions. We hope that the 
students we have will rise to a level of maturity that is appropriate for these topics and 

learn a lot through our reading, asking questions, and listening to each other.  

Science-Science students have wrapped up their understanding of how their cells function. 
They explored how the inner parts of the cell work, how they move materials, and how we 
create more and more cells each day. Moving forward we will be looking at the genetics and 

heredity of our students and how traits and characteristics they have and where they come 
from.  

Math- We wrapped up our Geometry unit before Spring Break. Students learned to 

calculate the volume and surface area of 3D shapes. They also worked on finding the area 

of irregular figures.  Beginning in April we will be reviewing content from the first and 

second quarters for state testing. Please remind your children to get lots of rest and eat 

right. After state testing we will be moving on to our Probability unit. Probability is a fun 

unit where students look at what happens when you roll dice or draw cards from a deck. 

Students will learn about creating a simulation to model a situation. 

Pre-Algebra- Students just finished an algebra intensive unit on solving systems of two 
equations with two variables.  For the next two units, our focus will be on geometry.  

Students will be exploring special angle relationships and using algebra to find angle 
measures. From there we move on to volume of cones and spheres and solving triangle 
problems using Pythagorean Theorem.  We’ll end the year with some statistics and 

transformations. 

Social Studies- With having completed the Constitution Unit, 
7SS will be moving on toward The Early American 

Republic.  We’ll be focusing on the development of America as a 
new nation, with an emphasis on the problems the country faced 
and how these events have led to America becoming the country 

it is today.  This will include early wars America was involved in, 
and soon the rise of our first political parties led by Hamilton 
and Jefferson. 

 



Physical Education News 

If you haven't heard, during the "snow/cold days" we had a water mishap and the gym floor 

had significant water damage.  The hired company has removed the old gym floor, laid new 

gym floor, sanded the entire gym floor to match, and they have laid their first stain/primer 

on the gym floor.  More of the work took place during spring break.  The P.E. department is 

excited to resume normal activities in the gym next week. The PKMS students have been 

great these last few weeks.  The P.E. department has been trying new ideas and trying to be 

as creative as possible with our limited space.  The new floor will look spectacular once it's 

finished.   

 

 

 

 



Falcon Athletics 
Congratulations to our 7th grade Girls’ Basketball team as they 

finished in 2nd place in the North Central Junior Conference. 

Both the A and B teams had great seasons.  Coach Valentini 

and Coach Hamel are very proud. Great job girls!! 
 
 

Scholastic Bowl 
The PKMS Scholastic Bowl team attended the NCJC conference at the 
beginning of March.  All players were able to answer a question or provide 
support during the bonus round. Coach Paulus and Coach Kindelin were very 
proud of how well the team competed. Great job Bowlers! 
 
Wrestling 
Wrestling recently competed in the IESA State Series. Several students 
advanced out of Regionals and competed in the Sectional Tournament. Great 
season Wrestlers! 
 
Track  
We would like to wish our track athletes the best of luck as 
they begin their track meets in April after the restful spring 
break.  Just a reminder that you can view our scheduled 
meets online at il.8to18.com/prairieknolls.  For more 
information regarding our season as part of IESA Track and 
Field visit www.iesa.org. 
 
If you have any questions about the season, please don’t hesitate to contact 
our track coaches.   
 
Coach Ebener – Abby.ebener@gmail.com 
Coach Morgan - Daniel.morgan@central301.net 
 
Summer Camp Opportunities 
As the end of the school year approaches keep your eyes open for Summer 
Camp flyers. Throughout the months of April and May students will receive 
summer camp flyers. This includes flyers from CHS, Elgin Park District, AAU 
and more. 

http://www.iesa.org/


 

In an effort to make communication more efficient and effective, District 301 

has created a Digital Bulletin Board page on the district website. All approved 

flyers will be posted under “Communications” on the main district page or at 

this link:   Digital Bulletin Board 

 

   

 

7th Grade Chorus 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6th Grade Chorus 

 

 

 

https://central301.net/digital-bulletin-board/


 

7th Grade Band 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  6th Grade Band 

 

 

 

  

Final performance of Sally Cotter and the Censored Stone. Cast and crew finished off strong with a successful final show! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


