
                                                                                                     

 

 

  

Important Dates 

Dec. 5    Cocoa Café 

Dec. 5    Chorus Concert 

Dec. 6    Cocoa Café 

Dec. 9    Wrestling 

              Tryouts 

Dec. 10  Wrestling             

              Parent Meeting 

Dec. 11  Band Concert 

Dec. 17  GBB Tryouts 

Dec. 20  Pentathlon Day 

Dec. 20  Virus Day 

Jan. 7    GBB Parent  

              Meeting  

 

Jan. 20  MLK Day  

              No School 

Jan. 20   Recognition 

              Breakfast 

 

Winter Break 

December 23, 2019- 

January 3, 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Prairie Knolls Middle School 

December/January 2020 Falcon Flyer 
 

 

 

 

 



Dr. Haug’s Message 
 

Here we are at the beginning of December and that means we are 

only three weeks away before Winter Break.  That said, remember 

that due to our starting earlier this school year, we will end Quarter 

2 on December 20.  There is much that we have to complete in the 

next three weeks.   

 

First, we turn our attention to our 7th grade students so that they 

can begin the registration process for Central Middle School.  On 

Monday, December 2nd, the 7th grade students will have a 

presentation from CMS Assistant Principal, Cathy Britts-Axen, during their TASK time.  Mrs. Britts-

Axen will share with the students the process needed to select classes, including Encore electives, 

for next year.  This presentation will later be shared with our families electronically.  On Tuesday, 

December 3rd, representatives of Central High School will speak to the 7th grade students about 

elective choices available at CHS in the areas of Fine Arts, Career/Technical Education, and Foreign 

Language.  Our goal is to help launch our 7th grade students in the development of 5-year plans as 

each of these high school departments have connections to 8th grade electives in which the students 

can enroll.  Parents, please look for information and communication coming home about this 

important process. 

 

We also have many athletic contests and musical events taking place in the coming three weeks.  

On December 3rd and 10th we have home basketball games in which our PKMS Falcon Cheerleaders 

will lead our crowds in supporting the boys as they take on DeKalb Huntley and Belvidere South.  

Don’t forget that Tuesday, December 10th is our “Pack The Place” night!  As for our music events 

this month, Thursday, December 5th is our Chorus Concert and Wednesday, December 11th is our 

Band Concert.  Both events start at 7:00 p.m. and will take place in the Gym. 

   

Finally, as I reflect upon the beginning of this school year, I am amazed how quickly it has flown by 

and how much our students and staff have accomplished in this timeframe.  It might be easy to 

miss the magic that is happening in our school on a daily basis.  The PKMS staff members work 

with students to incrementally build skills and conceptual understanding in each day’s lesson.  

However, when I look back at the total picture painted through the data that we collect, it is clear 

that their accumulated efforts are helping our students achieve significant academic growth year-to-

year.  Furthermore, our students feel academically challenged and have a strong sense of trust in 

their teachers.  We are very fortunate to have this culture in our school and I am thankful to lead 

and learn with them each day.  I want to take this opportunity to publically thank the staff of 

Prairie Knolls Middle School for the attention, dedication, expertise and passion that they bring to 

school each and every day.   

 

It is my sincere wish that all in our PK community enjoy a restful Thanksgiving Break, filled with 

family and friends, as we prepare for the final three weeks of this quarter. 

 

 

 



Assistant Principal’s Corner 
 

  
“How do I keep my child sharp over the two week break?”  I hear 

you; this is a common question from parents.  The key to keeping 
a student ready to learn, and retain what they have already 
learned, is to keep their minds and bodies active.  I have done 

some research about tips for keeping students sharp over breaks, 
and have compiled my own list: 

 
 

1. Continue to read your independent book for ELA!  By continuing to read, students’ 

minds can stay active and they can practice their reading skills. 
2. Stay active with winter activities. Get those kiddos outside by taking them sledding, 

on a winter hike, or build a snowman.  Physical activity is scientifically proven to 
increase brain function.   

3. Play board games.  Board games promote problem solving, strategic thinking, and 

organization.  Some of my favorites: Clue, Monopoly, Trivial Pursuit, Scattegories, 
and Sequence.   

4. Have your children help out around the house with chores.  By completing tasks 

around the house, kids can build a feeling of responsibility and ownership.  Students 
who have pride in themselves and the work they do are more likely to perform better 

in school. 
5. Set a schedule.  Review the calendar with the family right when break starts.  This 

will allow everyone to know what to expect each day, and stick with a routine.  Being 

in a routine can help the transition back to school when the time comes. 
 

Have a fantastic break and a Happy New Year!  Let’s get excited for 2020! 
 

Central #301 and “Toys for Tots” 
We are pleased to share that Central District 301 is again 

partnering with Toys for Tots and that PKMS is an official 

donation location! 

Now through December 13th, students, families and staff can 

drop off new and unwrapped toys in the donation bins at any 

of our school buildings.  The PKMS donation box is located in 

our front foyer.  The District #301 Leadership Team is again 

combining efforts with student organizations and clubs to 

sponsor a “We are Central – Fill the Bus!” event, during which 

a festive holiday bus will visit every school site during the 

school day to collect the donations. A special thank you goes to our Central High School 

students and CHS teacher Zandra McGuire for organizing the event. 

We are excited to have this opportunity to support needy children in our area and hope that 

you will join us in helping to brighten a Kane County child’s holiday. 



 News from Nurse Tracy Grote 

A healthy school is in our hands.   
With flu season upon us, proper hand hygiene and appropriate 
prevention measures are important in minimizing the spread of 

germs.  Most experts believe flu viruses spread by droplets made 
when someone with the virus coughs, sneezes, or talks. Please 

remind your student to: 
 

 

o Frequently wash their hands with soap and water 
o Avoid close contact with individuals who may be sick 
o Not share personal items 

o Completely cover their mouth when sneezing or coughing 
o Avoid touching their eyes, nose, and mouth 

 
Signs of the flu can include fever, cough, sore throat, runny or congested nose, feeling weak 
or more tired than usual, chills, and body aches.  If your child has been diagnosed with the 
flu or if you suspect flu based on these symptoms, please do not send him/her to school 
and continue to keep your child home until symptom free for 24 hours.  

 

Community Information 
In an effort to make communication more efficient and effective, District 301 has created a 

Digital Bulletin Board page on the district website. All approved flyers will be posted under 

“Communications” on the main district 

page or at this link: 

 Digital Bulletin Board   

 

 

 
Cocoa Café December 5th and 6th 
 

Student Council is excited to have parents and students attend our 
Cocoa Cafe on December 5th and 6th. We can’t wait to celebrate 

with both students and families the successes of 1st quarter 
academics.  To qualify for this event, students should not have 
received any D or F grades or had any discipline issues for the first 

quarter.  All parents received an email if their student qualified. The 
Reservation Google Form will close at 11:55 pm., on December 
2, 2019. Parents should come 10 minutes before their scheduled 

reservation for early check in, please have your Driver’s License 
handy. We look forward to some cookies, cocoa, and conversation! 
 

 

 

https://central301.net/digital-bulletin-board/


“Grand Giving of Gifts” sponsored by S.T.A.R. 
In the spirit of giving and sharing with others, our S.T.A.R. Club (Students That Accept 

Responsibility) is sponsoring a new event this year to provide needed items for the homeless 

at this time of year.  Titled “Grand Giving of Gifts”, each day of December is identified with 

a specific item that will be collected, loaded into a backpack, and ultimately donated to a 

local homeless shelter.  The idea is that the backpack becomes a “grab-and-go” support for 

an individual or family.  Mrs. Japuntich, our S.T.A.R. supervisor, has participated in this 

type of event before and shared that the backpack itself is very useful for 

individuals.  Items will be collected in 1st period classes from Monday, December 

2nd through Friday, December 20th, and we are looking for one item collected each day from 

a 1st period classroom (however, multiple students donating from a 1st period classroom is 

appreciated and extra items will be donated in bulk to a shelter).  The calendar of donated 

items is found below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Virus Day 2019 
Dear 7th Grade Parents, 
 
On Friday, December 20, 2019, the seventh grade 

students will participate in “Virus Day.”  They will spend 
the morning problem solving as a group to try to 

determine “Patient Zero,” the person that unintentionally 
exposed the Prairie Knolls staff to a contagious virus.  It is 
an exciting day for the students and teachers alike! 

 
We are in need of several parents to help from 8:00 - 11:00 a.m. that morning.  Your role 
will be that of a timekeeper and supervisor.  A brief training will be provided the morning of 

Virus Day so that you know exactly what you will need to do for this event. 
 

If you are able to help, please email john.freeman@central301.net on or before December 
6th, 2019.  In your email, please include a phone number to reach you as well as the name 
of your 7th grade student. 

 
You will receive an email or phone call to confirm your availability.  If you do not receive 

one within 2 days of signing up, please call and leave a message at the office.   
 
Thank you, 

John Freeman 
Jill Schmidt 
Joseph O’Donnell 

 
 

 

 

 
In World Languages, we ended 2nd quarter with 
our high school visitors (Spanish & German 

Honor Society students) coming to share the 
many benefits and career opportunities to follow 

when choosing to take either German or Spanish 
in 8th grade/high school. We will be starting off 
3rd quarter with our greetings vocabulary! In 

class each day, students will be using the terms 
and phrases moving toward eventually creating 
and having conversations with each other. This is 

always a fun unit as student's creativity tends to 
shine as they are introduced to other languages 

and cultures. Here's to a successful and fun-filled 
3rd quarter! 
 

 

      Encore Department News 

mailto:john.freeman@central301.net


6th Grade Team News 
 

 

ELA- After having fun with graphic novels during Quarter 1, we are 

currently reading nonfiction books that the students chose based on 
interest. The books include Amelia Lost by Candace Fleming, Trapped 

by Marc Aronson, Blizzard of Glass by Sally Walker, and Candy 
Bomber by Michael O. Tunnell. We will venture into some of our 

standards such as central idea, meaning of unknown words/context 
clues, theme, and summary. We will also have the students write a 
short narrative piece exploring the use of dialogue. Keep up all the 

awesome reading at home during the time off in December and 
January! 

 

Social Studies - The Athenians and Spartans know each other’s differences, but will have 
to pull together to battle the land-hungry Persians in the Persian Wars. This hectic time in 

history will be followed by a peaceful Golden Age of Athens with Alexander the Great rising 
to the scene and building a powerful empire causing students to question and debate if he 
really was ‘great’? 

 
Math- Students completed their coordinate plane unit by creating a logo for their 6th grade 
team.  They started by plotting points and their images (reflections), then could enhance 

the logo by adding their own lines, curves and color. Winning Logos were selected! 
Currently we are in the midst of our Expressions unit. Following this unit we will write and 

solve equations using real world scenarios.   
 
Science- Students have been learning about how and where 

sedimentary rocks form. They have specifically learned 
about Sandstone, Limestone and Shale. Since the anchor of 

our geological studies is the Grand Canyon, we have learned 
about the layers of sandstone, limestone and shale and the 
past environments that these layers formed in the Grand 

Canyon. We have now begun our studies of fossils. Fossils 
can help scientists determine how old layers are in the 
Grand Canyon. Our new knowledge will help us to analyze 

Earth’s history by using the rock layers and fossils in them.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 Science - December brings wintery weather, the holiday season, and lots of people getting 

sick!  This is exactly why we explore our germ unit leading up to Winter Break.  The 7th-

grade science students will be learning about bacteria and viruses as they swab our school 

building for germs, they do a mock lab that mimics the spread of an infectious disease, and 

they end the unit with a problem-solving activity called Virus Day!  In January, science 

students will begin learning about different ecosystems and how living things interact with 

each other and their environments. 

ELA - Now that we have wrapped up our first thematic unit 

focused on determination, ELA classes will delve into a unit about 

responsibility.  Within that unit, students will read various texts, 

and they will have an opportunity for creative writing in the form of 

a narrative that asks them to change the point of view of a fictional 

story read in class and retell that story through another character’s 

perspective.  This unit on responsibility will lead to discussions 

about social responsibility and the importance of giving back. 

Students will learn about an important historical figure who 

showed much social responsibility; this will lead to explanatory research-based speeches in 

which the students will research and learn about a person of their choosing who 

showed/shows social responsibility in order to plan a formal speech.   

Math-7th grade math students are finishing up their unit on 

Equations and Inequalities. Students recently took a summative 

assessment. Coming up, students will move into the geometry 

unit where we will explore different shapes. We will be finding 

surface area, volume and working with circles. Students will 

continue to take formative assessments regularly to assess 

current understanding of material. 

Pre-Algebra- Pre Algebra is moving past functions and into our 

percent unit. This is a great unit to bring up at dinner when 

calculating a tip for a server!   

Social Studies -To wind down our Revolutionary War unit, our students have created some 

awesome Time Capsules encompassing many different components and artifacts that could 

have been "dug up" and opened in order to discover more about the time period. Before long 

it will be Constitution time! As we progress through the Constitution unit, students will be 

required to create notecards at various points along the way that they will then use to 

study from for each quiz. At the end of the unit, they will then have quite a pile of notecards 

to use for review in preparation for the culminating Constitution test in February.  

 

 

7th Grade Team News 



Falcon Athletics 
 

Boys’ Basketball and Cheerleading are wrapping up their 
successful seasons in the next couple of weeks.  The last games of 

the season can be found on the PKMS 8to18 website.  We want to wish both the basketball 
and cheerleading squads the best of luck as they compete in the NCJC Basketball 
Tournament, as well as the NCJC Cheer & Poms Competition that will be held in mid-

December.   

 
We would like to thank our STAR program for providing concessions at all home basketball 

games this season.  If you have not had a chance to visit the concession stand, don’t worry, 
they will be returning at the start of the girls’ basketball and wrestling seasons.   

 

 Wrestling- The Wrestling season is just beginning.  Coach O’Donnell is 
excited to get things going. Practice will begin on Monday, December 
9th.  Practices are typically held from 3:00-5:00pm. Wrestling is one of the 

three sports that 6th graders are allowed to participate in. Any student 
interested in joining wrestling must have an 8to18 registration and an up-

to-date physical (within one year) on file in the office prior to the start of the season.  The 

$100 athletic fee is due prior to the first competition.  Any questions can be directed to 
Coach O’Donnell or the athletic director, Mr. Hamel.  Upcoming competitions can be found 

on the PKMS 8to18 website under Wrestling.  

 
*Mandatory Wrestling Parent Meeting on Tuesday, December 10th at 5:15pm. 

**Picture Day is Wednesday, January 15th during practice. 

 
Scholastic Bowl – The PKMS/CMS Scholastic Bowl team had tryouts in 
November and will be practicing once per week until competitions start in 

February.  Coach Paulus and Coach Bender are looking forward to a great 
season.  A list of their competitions can be found on the PKMS 8to18 

website under Scholastic Bowl.  Additionally, students must submit the 
$35 fee before the first competition. Scholastic bowl is one of the activities that 6th graders 
are allowed to participate in. 

Girls’ Basketball – The Girls’ Basketball team is scheduled to 
officially begin their season after our winter break.  Coach 
Valentini & Coach Minehart will have an informational meeting in 

early December to go over more information for the season. This 
meeting will take place during PE classes or lunch. Tryouts will 

take place on Tuesday, December 17th and Wednesday, December 
18th (3:00-5:00pm).  Upcoming games can be found on the PKMS 
8to18 website under Girls Basketball.  

  

*Mandatory Girls Basketball Parent Meeting on Tuesday, January 7th at 5:00pm. 

**Picture Day is Wednesday, January 15th during practice. 

 

 



Below are the general requirements needed to participate in PKMS athletics: 

 

-Physical (within one year) 

 - 8to18 Registration 

- Fee ($100.00 due before the first competition) 
 

*Any student who does not have these three requirements will not be allowed to 
tryout or practice!* 

 

 

 

1st Quarter Recognition Breakfast Award Winners 

Good Character Award: Ava Edgar, Brianna Gritzman, Tyler McGladdery, Mia Ortiz, Jane 

Petkovich, Anthony Rajcevich, Camden Sarallo, and Colin Schmidt. 

Exemplary Effort Award: Jeremy Barcenas, Natalia Gusciora, Kanav Kapur, Tyler Kotwica, 

Braden LaFleur, Sadie Marquardt, Sophia Munao, Veronica Sample, Reece Scallion, Alayna 

Schambach, Colin Tamillo, and Kevin Vazquez. 

Academic Award: Lyubov Astryabska, Caleb Goldenstein, Sanay Gulati, Julian Onayemi, 

Aaryan Patel, Kennedy Penar, Sohan Shah, Jeeya Sharma, Parina Soni, Jacob Stevenson, 

Raniel Tan, and Jackson Wipperfurth. 

Prairie Knolls Award: Keegan Berglind, Teagan Cathcart, Sydney Cavallari, Tea Cetina, 

Gaetano Chan, Youngjoon Cho, Asher Daniels, Noah Hedlund, Brady Heinz, Yanni 

Pahigianis, Aima Rahimullah, and Lylah Rendon. 

 

 

 



 



 



 



               

                          

 

    


