
                                                                                                

 

 

 

 

Important Dates 

March 12  

 End of 3rd Quarter 

March 15  

 BOE Meeting 

March 18  

Parent -Teacher   

Conferences 

 4:00 pm-8:00 pm 

March 19 

 7th grade Constitution Day  

Dismissal at 10:30 am. 

 

Spring Break 

March 29-April 2 
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March 2021 Falcon Flyer 

S. T. A. R. Club makes Valentines for Senior Citizens 

S.T.A.R. (Students That Accept Responsibility) organized a 

Valentine-Drive to create Valentine and positive-note cards for 

Senior Citizens. 

https://central301.net/digital-bulletin-board/


 
 

 

They say that when March comes in like a lamb, it roars out like a Lion.  Let’s hope that 
this old adage does not prove true this year!  The ending of February has been really very 

nice, with lots of sunshine to lift the spirits during what is typically a dull time of year. 
 
With the coming of March, we signal the benchmark that our school year is nearly three 

quarters of the way completed.  It is time now for students to buckle down and focus on the 
final two weeks of the quarter.  We still have many students who continue to miss 

assignment deadlines, not stay on their Google Meet sessions with teachers, and are not 
following our TASK expectations of checking in with their teachers and leaving their 
cameras on if they have any missing assignments.  I know that this is a challenging way for 

students to “do” school.  However, I also know that with perseverance and attentiveness, 
they can meet the expectations of their classes.  It just takes a commitment to getting into a 

positive routine that includes frequent check-ins with their teachers when they are 
struggling with concepts or deadlines. 
 

March also signals that the 7th grade Constitution day is coming.  This is scheduled for the 
half-day on Friday, March 19th.  All 7th grade students will be in-person learning on this 
day and the 6th grade students will be home doing asynchronous learning assignments.  In 

addition to taking the actual Constitution Test, students will participate in a simulated 
election process.  Candidates will be put forth by homerooms, virtual speeches will be 

delivered, and students will be able to engage in socially-distant polling exercises (not 
unlike what their families went through last November). 
 

Finally, March sets the stage for state testing, which is still scheduled to take place in April 
of this school year.  Because of the current requirements for administering these 

assessments, the work being done by teachers, administrators, and the Transportation 
Department for Constitution Day is a good “dry run” for these state-mandated 
assessments.  More information will be provided about this as we move forward. 

 
Finally, I once again would like to thank you for your continued support of Prairie Knolls 
Middle School.  While we still have a quarter of a year to go, it is amazing to see the 

successes that we have had this past year as we have wound our way through this 
challenging time.  Your kindness and support has laid a good foundation for our school’s 

success! 

 

Dr. Matthew Haug 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Haug’s Message 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Now that athletics and activities are opening back up for our schools, I 
wanted to take this opportunity to highlight some of the important 
benefits that participation in school athletics and activities can provide 

for students.  As a former athlete and activity participant in District 301 
(yes, I am a District 301 alum), I was able to grow as a person by learning more about 

myself, my strengths and growth areas, and also gain a better understanding of other 
people’s perspectives.  My time as a student in this district was highlighted by positive 
extracurricular experiences, and I truly felt like I was an important part of the 

community.  I have listed below some key physical, emotional, and interpersonal benefits 
that go along with being part of a team, or participating in a school activity: 

 
Activity and Athletic Benefits 

• Social Skills Development- Being part of a team or club means that we have to 

work with others towards a common goal. 
• Friends 
• Self Confidence- Giving back to others or experiencing success can promote 

self-confidence.  Self-confidence can also grow when we see our hard work 
paying off with an end product. 

• Problem Solving and Perseverance- Through extracurricular activities we are 
faced with problems and forks in the road.  Working through problems and not 
giving up can promote strong problem-solving skills and perseverance. 

• FUN! 
 

 Athletic Specific Benefits 

• Sportsmanship (athletic related)- Learning and following the rules of a game 
and staying positive through the skill development and game play process. 

• Motor Skill Development- Participating in a sport builds fine and gross motor 
skills. 

• Maintaining/building Strong Hearts, Muscles, and Bones 
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Community Information 
In an effort to make communication more efficient and effective, District 301 has created a 

Digital Bulletin Board page on the district website. All approved flyers will be posted under 

“Communications” on the main district page or at the link on the front page of this 

newsletter. 

March 19th; Half-day of school 

On the evening of March 18th, we will hold virtual Parent-

Teacher Conferences.  Since this is a limited time for conferences, 

times are typically established on an invite-only basis.  More 

information will be coming out in the upcoming weeks regarding 

how these conferences will be set up. 

On Friday, March 19th, PKMS will hold its Constitution Day 

celebration with 7th grade students.  This will include the 

Constitution Test and an election process simulation for students 

to participate in.  All 7th grade students will be in-person attendance at school this day, 

and 6th grade students will be at home with asynchronous learning 

assignments.  Students will be dismissed at 10:30 a.m. on this day in order to facilitate 

Transportation requirements for elementary schools.  More information regarding the 

activities of this day will be sent to our 6th and 7th grade families at the beginning of next 

week.  Watch your emails! 

Yearbook Order 

PKMS Yearbooks are now on sale at Jostens.com.  All sales will be handled through the 

Jostens website.  Please click on the link below to go to the PKMS Yearbook Orders page 

with directions for ordering.  Remember that there is a discount for pre-orders completed 

before md-February! 

PKMS Yearbook Orders  

 

 

 

 

 

 

General News Briefs 
 

PKMS%20Yearbook%20Orders


Nurses Office Reminder 
 
Dental Reminder: 
All 6th graders have a Dental Exam requirement due by May 15th, 2021. Dental exams 

need to have been completed between 11/15/19-5/15/21. You can find the Illinois State 
Dental Exam form on our website at https://central301.net/health-services/health-

requirements/ . Forms may be submitted any time. Please email Nurse Lauren at 
lauren.sak@central301.net with any questions.  

Things to start thinking about… 

It is hard to believe that we are already thinking 
about next school year, but August will be here 
before we know it! Here is a list of school health 

exams that will be due for students entering 
these grades for the 2021-22 school year. 

Physical Exams: Kindergarten, 6th Grade, and 9th Grade 

Immunizations: Kindergarten, 6th Grade, 12th grade 

Dental Exams: Kindergarten, 2nd Grade, and 6th Grade  

Eye Exams: Kindergarten  

All the Health Requirements and forms for District 301 can be found on our website at:  

https://central301.net/health-services/health-requirements/ 
 

 

PKMS S.T.A.R. Food Pantry Project 

Hello PKMS Falcons and families! During this tough time, families are struggling to provide 

for their loved ones because of the COVID pandemic. More than ever, we need your help! 

Our PKMS Food Pantry serves families in our district who need our help with groceries and 

other goods! The drive will run through March 12.  Our goal is to get at least 275 items or 

more! The boxes, where you can drop off your donations, will be located at student entry 

(doors #4, #6, and #7), or for remote students, walkers, and car riders, door #1! If you are 

donating, make sure the items are shelf-stable, and to provide maximum freshness, we ask 

you to please check the expiration dates. We know that it might be concerning with all the 

germs going around, but don’t worry, the items will be in “self-isolation” for a couple of days 

before being transferred to our pantry shelves.  Thank you very much!  
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ELA:  In March, students will start analyzing arguments, and will be 

challenged to write their own!  Look out!  Their reasoning for getting a 

higher allowance or that new dog may be more incisive after this unit! 

 

Math: Sixth grade math students are going to be finishing up their equation’s unit this 

February. Students will then be moving onto their fifth unit about ratios and how to use 

them to solve real world problems. They will be introduced to equivalent ratios, unit rate, 

plotting and graphing ratios, percentages, measurement conversions, and independent and 

dependent variables. Try an equation! 19.7n=267.92 Try a ratio! A box of candy had 8 

cherry pieces for every 3 lemon pieces. If the box had 30 lemon pieces, how many 

cherry pieces would there be? 

Science: 6th grade students are currently working in the weather 

unit. We will be looking at different weather tools and using them 

to measure different factors of weather. We will also practice 

predicting the weather and create a weather forecast video for our 

final project! Towards the end of March, we will be finishing up our 

weather unit and starting to look at human impacts on the 

environment. We will talk about the greenhouse effect and how we 

can do our part to protect the planet through methods like 

recycling!   

 

Social Studies: Social Studies has been studying the impact of the Fall of Rome on citizens 

and other major cities. We will be looking into the economic and religious shifts that will be 

happening as barbarians make their mark and life in Europe declines. March will see us 

moving more towards the Middle Ages complete with feudalism, daily life structures and the 

Crusades! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

6th Grade Team News 



 

ELA: Our next unit will focus on the various ways people have fought for freedom 

throughout history.  Some of the topics we will discuss include slavery and the 

Underground Railroad and the Berlin Wall. Students will also read a biography book 

featuring someone who fought for freedom. Our current read aloud, Refugee, has strong 

ties to the concept of freedom and will allow us to make connections to historical events 

and deepen our understanding.   

SS:  Throughout the month of March 7th graders 

will be wrapping up their Constitution unit.  The 

Constitution Test is set for March 19 - please look 

for communication from administration and 

social studies teachers regarding this exciting 

day!  During this last portion of the unit, 

students will continue to learn the rest of the 27 

Amendments.  They will also spend a lot of time 

reviewing and applying the entire Constitution to prepare for the test.  Lastly, each class 

will be holding “primaries'' for a Constitution Day President who will be speaking and voted 

on during Constitution Day.  This day is traditionally such a fun and rewarding day for 

students and we are so excited that this year’s 7th graders will get to partake as well!  

Math: Math 7 will be wrapping up their Unit 4 which is ratios and proportions and starting 

Unit 5. In this unit students will learn about percentages. They will learn how to calculate 

tip, tax, discounts, and commission. On top of this, students will also learn percent change, 

percent error and simple interest. They will be taught how to do this through two different 

methods, one using proportions and another using equations! 

Pre Algebra: Pre algebra is finishing up our Systems of Equations unit. Where we find 

intersections of linear equations using graphing, substitution, and elimination. This unit is 

directly related to what students will continue to learn in Algebra next year! After this unit, 

we will move into the Percent’s unit. Ask your students to calculate your tip for the server 

the next time you go out to eat, or what the new cost of an item will be after a discount!  

Science:  The 7th grade science students are continuing their study of ecology.  Over the 

next few weeks, students will explore biodiversity and research both positive and negative 

impacts that humans have on ecosystems.  The students will 

then revisit the topic of cells as we gear up for learning about 

heredity and Punnett Squares. 

 

 

 

 

7th Grade Team News 



  



 



 



2nd Quarter Recognition Award Winners 
 

Good Character Award Winners 
 

6th Grade    7th Grade 

Zach Batani    Michael Caburian 

Antonio Amato    Kendall Grigg 

Timothy Jace Carabeo  Gavin Klingberg 

Marlee Christiansen   Lauren Meyer 
Kathryn Panzer   Emma Ruthenburg 

Aliyah Rosado   Brady Williamson 

 

 Academic Award Winners 
 

    6th Grade    7th Grade 

    CJ Ceniza    Maya Alex 

    John Henry Christian  Michael Caburian 

    Samvir Devineni   Youngjun Cho 

    Evan Kosobudzki   Brianna Dobson 

    Darsh Patel    Annie Magan 

    Emily Williamson   Erica Marinas 

 

Exemplary Effort Award Winners 
 

    6th Grade    7th Grade 

    Lucas Goff    Bridget Dobson 

    Lily Jensen    Kenna Doyle 

    Cameron Murry   Kate Kadusale 

    Audrey Peloquin   David Nguyen 

    Iva Trlaja    Lucas Shuliga 

    Thomas Wyse   Carmella Winkelhake 

 

PKMS Virtual Learner Award Winners 
 

    6th Grade    7th Grade 

    Lillian Batani    Noah Atto 

    Joseph Cumpata   Amaris Garcia 

    Arianna Gonzalez   Mikaisa Milligan 

    Olivia Hernandez   Logan Nuzzo 

    Maximus Karottu   Holly Oshana 

    Michael Lopez   Maddie Scott 
 

 

 

  



 



 



 


