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From the Principal 05-01-21 
 

Here we are at the beginning of May and we have less than five weeks remaining in the 
2020-2021 school year!  Hard to believe that we are already at this point as we plan for the 
closing of this year, and the opening of next school year.   

 
With that said, let’s keep the focus narrowed on the remaining weeks of academic 

work.  This year has certainly been a challenge for our students, and by-and-large they 
have stepped up to meet those challenges.  Now is the time to help them keep their focus 
on completing assignments, doing the daily prep work for quizzes and tests, and continuing 

to hone their academic behavioral skills of organization, planning and goal-setting.  Coming 
back to daily classes has been a benefit to many of our students and we know that this has 

helped them to be fully prepared for the next grade level.  For our students who continue to 
struggle academically, Mrs. Paszt has some excellent tips in her “Assistant Principal’s 
Corner” article in this month’s Falcon Flyer! 

 
As we begin preparations for the 2021-2022 school year, we need your help.  First, if you 
have not yet completed registration for the next school year, please do so immediately!  You 

can go into the Skyward Parent Portal to complete this task.  Also, if you have moved within 
the past year, are renting, or are hosted by another family, you will need to complete the 

annual residency paperwork.  This is due August 1st and is critical to our scheduling 
process so that we have accurate information about our families and accurate counts of 
students in classes before we start the school year.  After we have completed our data 

meetings with the elementary buildings, we will begin building our schedule for the 
upcoming school year.  Typically, this process is completed by mid-July and schedules are 

made available to those who have completed registration and residency documents.  More 
information will be made available to families after the beginning of June. 
 

Thank you all for your continued support of our school and our school district.  We are 
truly fortunate to have a strong, committed community here at Prairie Knolls Middle School 
and we look forward to finishing 2020-2021 strong.  GO FALCONS!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Haug’s Message 



 
 

 
 

 It is hard to believe that we are approaching our last month of 

school.  This is our final push to the end of a year that has been 
difficult for many of us.  I am proud of our students for persevering 
through all of the challenges that have been presented to them 

throughout this school year.  Hopefully, students have enjoyed this 
past month as in person learners.  I know I have enjoyed having 

them back at school, it brings back a sense of normalcy to my life.   
 
With this final push, let’s keep our students motivated to put their 

best efforts into these final days of school!  This is a great time to set up positive habits that 
can be put into place now and support a positive transition into the next school year: 

 
1. Set up a bedtime routine that allows for at least eight hours of sleep per night. 
2. Eat breakfast in the morning--- breakfast is brain food! 

3. Set up a homework routine that works for the family.  
4. Check Canvas daily to ensure all work is turned in. 
5. Allow screen time/play once schoolwork is completed. 

 

 

 

Community Information 
In an effort to make communication more efficient and effective, District 301 has created a 

Digital Bulletin Board page on the district website. All approved flyers will be posted under 

“Communications” on the main district page or at the link on the front page of this 

newsletter. 

Annual Residency Verification 
If you already have a student in grades EC-12th grade and currently own and reside at 

your residence in Skyward you are not required to prove residency. If you have moved, you 
will need to contact the office and complete a new residency verification form and submit 

the required documentation to prove your residency. Families that rent or are hosted are 
required to complete residency paperwork annually. Residency verification for the 2021-
2022 school year will begin on May 1st.  

 
IMPORTANT NOTE - Verification of Residency is due before August 1st. Students who 
have not completed the residency paperwork by the start of school will be excluded. 

 

2021-2022 Registration Information 
CCUSD301 Registration for 2021-2022 started on March 19, 2021 and was due on April 9, 
2021. If you have not already, please register your child online through the SKYWARD 
parent portal. If you are having trouble logging in or completing this process, please contact 

Alice Thomas at 847-717-8100 or email alice.thomas@central301.net.  

General News Briefs 
 

Assistant Principal Paszt’s Corner 

mailto:alice.thomas@central301.net


Teacher Appreciation Week; May 3rd – May 7th 
We are very fortunate to have conscientious and dedicated teachers here at Prairie Knolls 

Middle School.  This has been a challenging year for all of us, yet the teaching and support 

staff at PKMS have stepped up their game to adjust their curriculum, their instructional 

practices, and their assessment procedures to meet the educational, as well as the social-

emotional, needs of their students.  Despite the disruption in seat-time learning that hybrid 

and remote learning may have caused, our students at PK are prepared to move on to the 

next level of learning here at Central #301 because of the adaptability and flexibility of our 

staff. PKMS Staff Rocks! 

 
 
 

 

 

 

          

• All 6th graders have a Dental Exam requirement due by May 15th, 2021. Dental 
exams need to have been completed between 11/15/19-5/15/21. You can find the 
Illinois State Dental Exam form on our website at https://central301.net/health-

services/health-requirements/ . Forms may be submitted any time. Please email the 
nurse at lauren.sak@central301.net with any questions.  

• If your 6th grade student has not completed and submitted their required physical 
and immunizations for the 2020-21 school year, it must be submitted before your 

student may return for in-person learning.  

• Here is a list of school health exams that will be due for students entering these 
grades for the 2021-22 school year. These forms should be submitted before your 
student starts school in August. 

• Physical Exams: Early Childhood, Kindergarten, 6th Grade, and 9th Grade 
• Immunizations:  Early Childhood, Kindergarten, 6th Grade, 12th grade 

• Dental Exams: Kindergarten, 2nd Grade, 6th Grade, and 9th Grade 
• Eye Exams: Kindergarten  
• If your student has a medical condition that may require nursing support 

and/or medications while at school, their Individual Health Plan and/or MedA 
forms will need to be updated for the next school year. 

All the Health Requirements and forms for District 301 can be found on our website at:  
https://central301.net/health-services/health-requirements/ 

 

News from the Nurse 

https://central301.net/health-services/health-requirements/
https://central301.net/health-services/health-requirements/
mailto:lauren.sak@central301.net
https://central301.net/health-services/health-requirements/


 

 

 

ELA- Choice is so incredibly important to build a lifelong love of 

reading!  To support this, students will be able to select a book of 

their choice to focus on in the month of May.  Students will 

discuss important passages and ultimately create a book bento as 

their culminating project for the year!  No, they are not creating a 

lunch, but they will be creating a pictorial representation of the 

themes in their books to present to the class.  (Google “Book 

Bento” to get an idea of the project!)  This is always a fan favorite, 

and we cannot wait to see all the creativity to come! 

Math- For May, students will be finishing up their ratios unit and moving onto our 6th 

unit: Geometry! This includes finding the area of polygons on and off the coordinate plane, 

volume, and surface area. Try it! Find the volume of a rectangular prism if the length is 4 cm, 

width is 4 cm, and height is 2 cm. Answer: 32 cm3. 

Science- In May we will begin our space unit! We will explore the solar 

system, investigate gravity, and calculate the mass of objects. We will 

do experiments with gravity and mass.  

 

Social Studies- Social Studies has wrapped up the Middle Ages and is 

now into a Podcast Project centered around the Renaissance! Students 

will be researching various topics and people that brought about 

European cultural change! We will then be seeing how the 

Reformation transformed thinking in society and how countries and 

monarchs set their sights on moving ‘Westward’! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

6th Grade Team News 



 

Science:  The 7th graders are learning about how their traits 

are inherited and passed on at the cellular level. The students 

are applying their knowledge of DNA and genes as they build 

Punnett Squares to determine the chance that a specific trait 

gets passed on in the next generation. After this, students will 

select a genetic disorder to research as well as learn about 

advances being made in the field of genetics. Finally, we will 

round out the year in science exploring evidence of how 

organisms have changed over time. 

Social Studies: 7th grade social studies students will be 

continuing to apply the principles of government that they 

learned during the Constitution unit to areas of American 

life.  Students will be assessing bias in the news and working 

to become responsible information consumers.  We will also 

be holding our very own mock Congress and discussing other 

ways to get involved in government.  Throughout the rest of 

our Civics unit, 7th graders will continue to apply democratic 

principles to become Americans who contribute to society in a 

positive and impactful way.   

Math: Students will be wrapping up Unit 5 on Percent’s the first week in May.  Our final 

unit, Unit 6, will cover Geometry.  Students will solve real-life and mathematical problems 

involving angle measure, area, surface area, and volume. They will also know the formulas 

for the area and circumference of a circle and use them to solve problems; give an informal 

derivation of the relationship between the circumference and area of a circle. Finally, they 

will be able to solve real-world and mathematical problems involving area, volume, and 

surface area of two- and three-dimensional objects composed of triangles, quadrilaterals, 

polygons, cubes, and right prisms. 

Pre-Algebra: This month in pre-algebra we are finishing up our year with some geometry! 

We will be working with the Pythagorean theorem and volume! It has been a great year this 

year! Mrs Netzley and Ms. Jensen are excited to wrap up the year but will miss all the 

wonderful students! 

ELA: We are continuing our Equality Unit, and we will be wrapping up our study of the 

Civil Rights Movement with our whole-class text, Getting Away with Murder: The True Story 

of the Emmett Till Case.  Following that, we will move forward with discussing other groups 

of people who have faced inequality throughout history.  We will be looking at videos, 

articles, picture books, and a short fictional story to cover these topics.  Students should 

continue reading their self-selected books. 

 

7th Grade Team News 



  

 

 
 

Greetings from Engineering and the Environment and Introduction to Agriculture. This year 

has been an adventure for sure. This final quarter having the students back has allowed us 

to begin more of our hands-on activities. The agriculture students that are in class are 

growing herbs. They should be bringing those home with them sometime in mid to late 

May. We also brought African violets back in the school and it is the intention that the 

students will be repotting and re-planting and bringing home the African violets at the end 

of the school year. Engineering and the environment students are almost ready to engineer 

windmill blades. The goal will be to build the most efficient windmill blade to pick up the 

most weight. They will also be watching a demonstration on series and parallel wiring with 

electric motors to run a water pump. It is our intention that the last project of the year they 

will be creating an igloo to protect an ice cube from a heat source. The igloo project will be a 

first-time adventure for my classroom. I am really looking forward to it. As always, we in 

PKMS Encore Rock! -- 

Thank You, 

Mrs. Patricia Brummel 

Prairie Knolls Middle School 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Encore Team News 



Thank you to all our families for supporting our efforts at a safe, efficient traffic pattern for 

the drop-off and pick-up of students.  By using the full circular sidewalk in front of the 

building, we are able to reduce the back-up that has occurred in previous years on Nelser 

Road.  Please make sure that you pull all the way forward around the circular drive and 

have the students exit your vehicles on the sidewalk-side of your car. 

 

Additionally, we ask that you do not drop your child off prior to 7:15 a.m. and that you do 

not park in the football parking lot and have your child walk to your car.  This is a 

safety issue for students as the lot is very full of cars at the end of the day.  Students will 

not be allowed to exit the building at Door #26 (the door facing this lot).  Please exercise 

caution and patience for the benefit of all of our students. 

 

PKMS Traffic Pattern 



3rd Quarter Recognition Award Winners 
 
 

Good Character Award Winners 
 

 6th Grade    7th Grade 

 Keaton Campbell   Joseph Danz 

 Cedric Ceniza   Elinor Eickmeier 
 Joseph Cumpata   Abby Gasca 

 Emmerson Falk   Jack Munao 

 Dominic Henderson   Ella Riep 

 Maia Sappington   Wheeler Smith 

 

 Academic Award Winners 
 

    6th Grade    7th Grade 

    Gwyneth Falk   Alyssa Binz 

    Madeline Franta   Jordan Charles 

    Riley Hayes    Farzan Jafri 
    Andrew Ingersoll   Lauren Meyer 
    Josh Kosobudzki   Keelin O’Connor 
    Kaelen Patel    Zada Riddle 

 

Exemplary Effort Award Winners 
 

    6th Grade    7th Grade 

    Jason Davis    Gavin Bergemann 

    Emmerson Falk   Ivy DiDomenico 

    Ashley Gruzewski   Tyler Kotwica 

 Julius Montenegro   Kaylee Pupillo 

 Ava Page    Lola Shearer 
 Reese Powrozek   Grace VanDeWoestyne 

 

 
PKMS Virtual Learner Award Winners 

 

    6th Grade    7th Grade 

    Chloe Colsant   Mia Flores 

    Marlee Christiansen   Dominic Micelli 
    Noah Dunmore   Max Polzin 

    Bocar Fall    Peyton Strout 
    Alana Hemphill   Nather Takhar 
    Nicholas Sherry   Aima Rahimullah 

 

 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Green Island Project 

6th Grade Science 


